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practice.  "The  line  and  switch  quality 
varies  greatly  in  Berkshire  County," 
says  Karns,  "In  some  parts  of  the 
county,  phone  lines  won't  even  allow 
call  waiting." 

To  set  up  access  from  the  cable  to 
your  computer,  you  need  a  cable 
modem,  which  you  can  purchase 
(typical  prices  are  $60  to  $100)  or 
rent  (Adelphia  charges  $5  a  month). 
You  also  need  various  cables  and 
perhaps  additional  equipment  such 
as  USB  or  Ethernet  adapters  and  a 
switching  device  called  a  router. 

Town  institutions  like  the  library 
and  the  police  department  will  also 
benefit  greatly  from  cable  access  to 
the  Internet.  "It's  very,  very  exciting," 
says  Nancy  Hahn,  head  librarian  at 
the  Bushnell-Sage  Library.  "It  will 
mean  faster,  more  efficient  service  for 
our  computers — we  currently  have 

Continued  on  page  3 


At  the  Cyber  Cafe  students  and  community  members  can  stop  in  and  use  the  computers,  Tl 
highspeed  internet  access  and  long-distance  conferencing  equipment  or  get  help  with  eBay  from 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District  technical  coordinator  Paul  O'Brien,  or  a  volunteer  like 
Mary  Ellen  O'Brien,  &  student  volunteer  Amy  Vadikinor  pictured  here. 

BROADBAND  ACCESS  BY  SUMMER? 


Currently,  most  computer  users  in 
Sheffield  can  reach  the  Internet  only 
through  a  dial-up  modem.  That 
should  change  by  June  or  July, 
according  to  Mary  Sevey,  Adelphia's 
general  manager  for  the  North  Adams 
and  Lee  area. 

"We're  in  the  process  of  upgrading 
the  plant  in  Sheffield  to  add  band- 
width," Sevey  told  the  Sheffield 
Times.  "We  should  be  able  to  offer 
Internet  access  by  June  or  July." 
Access  will  be  wherever  Adelphia 
offers  cable  in  Sheffield,  which  is  "100 
percent"  of  the  town,  according  to 
Sevey.    The  cost  of  this  service  will  be 
similar  to  what  Adelphia  charges 
customers  in  northern  Berkshire 
County,  about  $40  a  month.  Addi- 
tional services,  such  as  multiple  e- 
mail  accounts  and  web  site  hosting, 
are  offered,  along  with  package  rates 
for  those  who  subscribe  to  Adelphia's 
cable  TV. 

"That's  good  news,"  said  Nat 
Karns,  executive  director  of  the 
Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Commis- 
sion, whose  group  has  been  assessing 


Internet  access  in  the  Berkshires  for 
some  time.  "Solving  the  last  mile  of 
access  has  been  a  tough  nut,  par- 
ticularly in  rural  areas,"  he  said. 
"Cable  doesn't  deal  with  really  high- 
end  needs,  but  for  smaller  home- 
based  businesses  and  the  person 
looking  for  something  faster  than  a 
dial-up  modem,  it's  a  nice  step  up." 

When  fiber  optic  cables  were  first 
installed  for  carrying  TV  signals, 
companies  expected  data  to  flow 
just  one  way,  from  the  cable  com- 
pany to  the  user's  TV  set.  To  allow 
computer  access,  new  two-way 
switches  must  be  installed. 

A  cable  connection  allows  a 
broader  "band"  of  data  to  be  carried 
than  what  you  can  reach  with  a  dial- 
up  modem.  Cable  modems  down- 
load at  a  speed  up  to  2  megabytes 
per  second  and  upload  at  speeds  of 
up  to  384  kilobytes  per  second. 
Dial-up  modems  download  and 
upload  at  speeds  up  to  56  kilobytes 
per  second,  but  the  condition  of  the 
telephone  lines  can  make  that 
theoretical  maximum  much  lower  in 
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COMMUNITY  TIES  THAT  BIND 

"We  really  enjoy  the  Sheffield  Times 
and  appreciate  everyone's  efforts  in 
keeping  Sheffield  residents  in- 
formed." "The  Sheffield  Times  is 
wonderful.  Thanks  to  all  who  put  so 
much  time  and  effort  into  it."  "Great 
newsletter!  We've  enjoyed  it.  Thanks 
for  all  your  effort." 

Those  comments  are  typical  of 
what  we've  received  over  the  year 
and  a  half  we've  been  producing  the 
Sheffield  Times.  In  the  last  issue  we 
thank-ed  you  for  your  support  in 
funding  this  enterprise.  This  issue,  we 
want  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
words.  They  help  keep  us  going! 

The  Sheffield  Times  was  founded 
on  the  principle  that  information  shared 


with  all  makes  for  a  better  commu- 
nity. We  work  hard  to  cover  impor- 
tant events  like  the  town  master  plan 
and  important  issues  like  the  state  of 
area  farms.  This  issue,  we  are  proud 
to  be  breaking  some  news,  about 
cable  access  to  the  Internet  coming  to 
Sheffield  this  summer. 

We'd  also  like  to  include  some  of 
the  personal  aspects  that  tie  a  com- 
munity together.  Below,  you'll  see  our 
first  "Sheffield  Milestones."  If  there  is 
someone  you  would  like  to  honor  by 
recognizing  a  birth,  death,  marriage, 
or  engagement,  send  us  their  name 
and  a  sentence  or  two  on  them,  the 
event,  or  their  contribution  to  Sheffield. 
— Kathy  Orlando  &  Andrea  Scott 


JOIN  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  TEAM 


Get  to  know  your  community  by 
serving  it.  The  Sheffield  Times  is 
looking  for  a  new  advertising  editor 
to  replace  Rene  Wood,  who  is  going 
back  to  school  (Congratulations 
Rene!).  The  position  requires  talking 
to  local  business  people,  managing 
ad  sales  and  copy,  invoicing, 
collecting  and  forwarding  ad 
revenues  and  copy  to  the 
appropriate  people.  It's  about  15-20 


hours  of  work  per  issue,  every  two 
months.  Good  organizational  skills 
are  important  and  computer 
experience  and  some  knowledge  of 
spreadsheets  are  a  plus. 

Rene  will  work  with  you  for  the 
next  several  months  toensure  that 
the  transition  over  the  next  two 
issues  is  a  smooth  one.  For  more 
information,  contact  Rene  Wood  at 
229-2875  or  renecwood@aol.com. 
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SHEFFIELD  MILESTONES 

This  winter,  Sheffield  lost  several 
people  who  contributed  greatly 
to  town  life  over  the  years.  They 
include:  Bob  Chapin,  85,  a 
Sheffield  native  and  fifth- 
generation  farmer  on  Balsam  Hill 
Farm  on  Hewins  St,  He  served  for 
many  years  on  the  Town  Finance 
Committee;  Maureen  Snyder,  36, 
a  life-long  resident,  mother  of 
two  smalt  children  and  Assistant 
Town  Clerk;  and  Bud  West,  83, 
Sheffield  native  and  Silver  St. 
farmer.  He  ran  West's  Farm 
Equipment  for  nearly  50  years. 
Thank  you  to  Veronica  "Ronnie" 
Papineau,  who  made  the  transfer 
station  a  joy  and  adventure  to 
visit  every  week  -  wondering 
what  new  tableau  would  await 
us.  Best  of  luck  in  your  new 
ventures! 


ADVERTISERS  WELCOME! 

The  Sheffield  Times  accepts 

advertising  at  its  discretion: 

•  From  Sheffield  businesses 
fit  residents:  want  ads;  items 
for  sale;  services  offered 
(landscaping,  carpentry, 
electrical,  forestry,  typing, 
babysitting,  sewing,  etc.); 
business  ads,  etc. 

•  From  outside  of  Sheffield: 
services,  etc.,  that  benefit 
Sheffield  residents. 

•  No  editorial  or  political  ads. 
For  more  information  or  to 
place  an  ad,  contact  Rene 
Wood  at  229-2875  or 
renecwood@aol ,  com . 

MAY/  JUNE  ISSUE 
DEADLINE:  AprilH 


THANK  YOU! 

To  everyone  who  has  donated 
since  the  last  issue  to  help  keep 

the  Sheffield  Times  going! 

To  anyone  we  missed,  we'll  get 

you  into  the  next  issue. 


Karin  &  Allen  Altman 
Grace  &  Brady  Brown 
Aiden  Cassidy  &  Charles  Teti 
Walter  &  Ursula  Cliff 
Richard  &  Sheila  Drill 
Nancy  Emery 
Joyce  Freundlich  &  Norman 

Schnayer 
Maree  &  Natalie  Funk 
Richard  L.  Goodwin 
James  W.  &  Barbara  R.  Kelly 
Athena  &  Richard  Kimball 
Susan  &  Morton  Levin 
David  &  Nancy  Macy 
Howard  S.  Mott,  Inc. 
Jeffrey  Rubin  &  Leslie 

Naughton 
Becky  &  K.C.  Schopp 
Helaine  &  Mark  Schupack 
Jo  Jean  Travis 
Dennis  &  Janice  Tresp 
Diana  &  Henry  Vollmer,  III 
Jeff  Waingrow 

and  we  are  pleased  to  have 
received  $300  raised  at 
Inez  Flinn  's  birthday 
benefit. 


Continued  from  page  1 

three  available  for  public  use.  And  it 
will  probably  bring  pressure  for  us 
to  get  even  more." 

James  McGarry,  Sheffield's  police 
chief,  says  that  increasingly  depart- 
ment business  is  conducted  over  the 
Internet  and  that  improving  the 
access  speed  would  "save  a  lot  of 
down  time." 

Competing     technologies 

High-speed  Internet  access  in 
Sheffield  is  currently  limited  to 
businesses  and  organizations  that 
can  afford  a  T-l  line,  a  fiber  optic 
cable  laid  directly  from  the  user  to 
the  switching  station  in  Great 
Barrington.  Berkshire  Connect,  a 
group  of  businesses,  schools,  and 
nonprofits  that  have  banded  together 
to  get  improved  telecommunications 
service,  leases  lines  from  Verizon  to 
offer  T-l  service  at  a  rate  substan- 
tially lower  than  what  is  charged  by 
Verizon,  the  regional  phone  com- 
pany that  owns  the  phone  lines.  It 
currently  serves  four  groups  in 
Sheffield,  according  to  its  web  site. 

Other  technologies  also  allow 
broadband  access.  One  is  DSL, 
offered  by  Verizon  in  some  parts  of 
Berkshire  County,  but  not  in 
Sheffield.  DSL  allows  signals  to  flow 


more  efficiently  over  regular  copper 
telephone  lines,  but  data  can  travel 
only  so  far  (about  3  miles)  from  a 
switching  station.  Sheffield  does  have 
a  switching  station,  located  at  the 
south  end  of  the  town  green  on  Main 
St,  but  no  DSL  service  is  scheduled  at 
this  time.  According  to  Mike  Pequinot, 
spokesperson  for  Verizon  in  Spring- 
field, the  company  didn't  do  much 
expansion  of  DSL  last  year  and  not 
much  isscheduled  so  far  this  year. 

Another  broadband  technology 
uses  a  satellite  dish,  but  such  connec- 
tions require  a  clear  view  to  the 
south  and  expensive     receivers  and 
other  equipment.  Besides,  satellite 
connections  aren't  that  much  faster 
than  dial-up  modems.  Both  satellite 
and  DSL  companies  charge  monthly 
fees  that  are  in  the  same  range  as  the 
monthly  fee  for  a  cable  modem. 

A  coming  technology  for  broad- 
band access  is  "wi-fi,"  or  wireless, 
which  uses  radio  signals  to  connect 
sites  to  a  major  connection  point 
such  as  provided  by  a  T-l  line.  At 
least  one  wi-fi  loop  is  already  operat- 
ing in  Sheffield,  at  the  high  school. 
See  the  box  at  right  on  the  Cyber 
Cafe,  where  Sheffield  residents  can 
get  free  access  and  technical  assis- 
tance in  reaching  the  World  Wide 
Web.  --Andrea  Scott 


EARTH  DAY  CLEANUP  ANNOUNCED 

The  second  annual  Earth  Day  town 
cleanup  party  and  song  swap  will 
take  place  around  April  22.  Bring  a 
worksong  to  teach  or  sing  and  help 
clean  up  the  west  side  of  Route  7. 
Last  year  Ashley  Falls  hosted  35  trash 
harvesters,  who  swept  the  streets 


from  Route  7  west  to  Silver  St.  and 
from  the  Connecticut  border  north  to 
Route  7A.  Sheffield  also  combed  the 
streets.     Look  for  details  posted  in 
town  or  the  papers  as  the  date 
approaches  or  call  Neal  Chamberlain 
at  229-8288  for  information. 


SENIOR  CENTER  LUNCHEONS 


Bob  Thomas,  storyteller,  dancer  and 
performer  will  be  featured  at  the 
Senior  Pot  Luck  Luncheon  at  Dewey 
Hall  on  March  27  at  12  noon.  The 
program,  entitled  "Generations: 
Grandma,  Vaudeville  and  Me," 
features  stories  and  virtuoso  dancing 
and  brings  5-  and  6-year  olds  from 
the  South  Egremont  School  onto  the 
stage,  where  Bob  leads  them  on  a 
journey  over  great  mountains  and 
across  deep  lakes  till  they  find  a  big 
surprise.  Other  audiences  have  raved 


about  this  performance.  Call  the 
Senior  Center  at  229-7022  to  sign  up. 

On  April  30,  at  the  Volunteer 
Appreciation  Lunch,  Ann  and  Bob 
Shanks  will  share  some  of  the  fasci- 
nating and  humorous  highlights  of 
their  profession  lives.  Ann  Shanks  is 
a  photographer,  writer,  television, 
theatre  and  movie  director  and 
producer,  lecturer  and  teacher.  Bob 
Shanks  is  a  playwright,  producer  and 
author.  (See  also  the  Calendar  on 
page  23.) 


SHEFFIELD'S  CYBER  CAFE: 
COFFEE  AND  COMPUTERS 

Paul  O'Brien,  technical  coordinator 
for  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District,  and  students  at  the 
high  school  have  turned  the  old 
farmhouse  on  school  property-the 
yellow  house  between  the  school 
and  the  tennis  courts-into 
Sheffield's  own  Cyber  Cafe. 
Students  rehabbed  the  house  and 
"loaded  it  with  technology, "  says 
O'Brien.  Internet  access  is  through 
a  wireless  network  connected  to 
the  school's  T-1  line.  Twenty 
students  completed  the  installation 
in  the  spring  2002  semester  and 
about  10  are  working  on  the  project 
this  year. 

So  far,  says  O'Brien,  there  are 
an  average  of  two  or  three  visitors 
a  day.  "We  get  a  lot  of  seniors,  as 
well  as  business  people  who  are 
new  to  the  area  and  are  used  to 
high-speed  access  to  the  Internet." 

Equipment  at  the  Cafe  includes 
10  state-of-the-art  computers,  a  CD 
burner,  and  a  high-speed  printer. 
There's  also  a  meeting  room  that 
can  hold  10  to  15  people,  equipped 
with  an  electronic  whiteboard  for 
recording  meeting  notes  and  a 
video  projector.  Much  of  the 
equipment  was  donated  or  acquired 
through  grants. 

For  people  interested  in  buying 
or  selling  things  on  the  auction  site 
eBay  but  aren't  sure  how  to  go 
about  it,  the  Cafe  offers  eBay 
coaching  every  Friday  from  8:30am- 
12pm.  There's  a  digital  camera  on- 
hand  so  people  can  feature  a 
picture  of  whatever  they're  selling. 

Throughout  the  week,  student 
consultants  are  available  by 
appointment  to  help  people  who 
are  not  yet  technically  adept.  To 
set  up  an  appointment,  call  229- 
8734,  extension  163  or  169. 

The  Cyber  Cafe  is  currently  open 
from  8:30am-2:30pm  whenever 
school  is  open.  "I'd  like  to  build  a 
cadre  of  responsible  folks  to  keep 
an  eye  on  things  and  close  up.  That 
would  let  us  keep  it  open  at  night 
and  in  the  summer,"  says  O'Brien. 
Use  of  the  Cafe's  facilities  are  free. 
"Except  for  the  coffee,"  he 
laughed.  'That's  50  cents." 

The  coffee  is  donated  to  the 
cafe  by  Uncommon  Grounds  in 
Great  Barrington,  owned  by  Lindsey 
Tuller,  a  former  tech  student. 


government 


THE  BUILDING  INSPECTOR,  PLANNING  BOARD  &  ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 


Building    Inspector 

Position:  part-time,  paid;  appointed  by  the  Board  of 

Selectmen 

Current  Inspector:  Brent  Getchell 

Office  hours:  Tuesdays  6-8:30pm;  Thursdays  7am-lpm, 

Duties:  Issues  building  permits,  inspects  projects  during 

construction  and  upon  completion,  issues  certificates  of 

occupancy,  enforces  zoning  bylaws  and  state  building 

codes. 

Planning    Board 

Position:  part-time,  unpaid;  elected  at  Town  Meeting 
Current  members:  Wray  Gunn,  Chairman,  John  Downie, 
Fred  Gordon,  Francis  Nourse  and  Rene  Wood;  alternate 
for  special  permits:  Danny  Moulton 
Regular  meetings:  7pm  on  1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Duties:  Issues  special  permits  for  uses  of  buildings  and 
property,  signs  and  cellular  telephone  towers  regulated 
by  the  zoning  bylaw  and  subdivisions  of  large  lots  into 
smaller  lots  regulated  by  the  subdivision  control  regula- 
tions. Conducts  site  plan  reviews  of  major  developments, 
holds  public  hearings  on  and  makes  recommendations 
about  proposed  changes  to  zoning  bylaws  and  adopts 
master  plan. 


For   over 

40  years, 

helping 

gardeners 

grow. 
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Nursery  &  Garden 
Center 

600  South  Main  Street 
Great  Barrington,  Mass. 

413-528-0166 


Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 

Position:  part-time,  unpaid;  appointed  by  Board  of 
Selectmen 

Current  members:    Jim  Collingwood,  Chairman  and 
Barbara  West  ;  alternate  members:  Eric  Blackburn, Peter 
Rowntree  and  David  West 
Meetings:  as  required 

Duties:  Issues  variances  under  zoning  bylaws  for  noncon- 
forming structures  and  special  permits  for  expansions 
and  other  changes  of  structures  grandfathered  under  the 
bylaws.  Considers  appeals  from  actions  of  the  building 
inspector  related  to  the  zoning  by-law  (appeals  related  to 
the  building  code  go  to  the  State)  and  issues  comprehen- 
sive permits  for  certain  "affordable  housing"  develop- 
ments. Hears  and  acts  on  appeals  from  decisions  of  the 
Building  Inspector  or  the  Planning  Board. 

So  you  want  to  build,  expand  or  improve  a  building  on 
your  land  in  Sheffield? 

Unless  permitting  for  your  project  will  be  handled  by 
your  architect  or  builder,  one  of  your  first  steps  should 
be  a  visit  to  Town  Hall  to  see  the  Town  Clerk  and  pick 
up  a  building  permit  application.  While  you  are  there, 
you  might  also  want  to  get  copies  of  Sheffield's  zoning 
bylaws  and  a  few  useful  brochures  describing  other 
possible  regulatory  prerequisites  you  might  encounter, 
such  as  restrictions  under  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act 
and  the  "Title  V"  requirements  for  septic  systems. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  building  permit 
application,  Brent  Getchell,  the  building  inspector,  will 
be  happy  to  answer  them.  Submit  the  completed  applica- 
tion, with  the  site  and  other  plans  described  in  the 
instructions,  to  Brent.  If  it  appears  to  him  that  your 
project  complies  with  the  zoning  bylaws,  the  Massachu- 
setts' building  code  and  the  health,  sanitary  and  other 
relevant  regulations,  he  will  issue  a  building  permit.  If 
there  is  a  conflict  with  the  building  code,  he  may  suggest 
changes  to  the  project  to  bring  it  into  conformity. 

Alternatively  he  may  tell  you  that  he  can't  issue  the 
permit  unless  you  obtain  a  variance  or  special  permit 
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under  Sheffield's  zoning,  which  regulates  the  size, 
placement  and  shape  (and,  to  a  limited  degree,  the 
appearance)  of  buildings  and  the  types  of  uses  to  which 
buildings  and  land  can  be  put.  The  purpose  of  zoning  is 
to  ensure  that  development  balances  concerns  of  public 
health,  safety,  living  and  working  conditions;  the  com- 
munity's economic  well-being;  the  compatibility  of  land 
use;  and  the  preservation  of  scenic,  historic  and  natural 
resources.  To  do  that,  Sheffield's  zoning  divides  the  town 
into  four  different  types  of  districts:  rural,  village  center, 
commercial  and  general  business  and  different  "dimen- 
sional" and  "use"  limitations  in  each. 

Permits    and    variances 

If  your  project  will  not  meet  the  dimensional  limita- 
tions of  the  zoning  bylaw,  the  project  can  only  proceed  if 
a  variance  is  issued  by  the  Sheffield  Zoning  Board  of  Ap- 
peals (known  as  the  "ZBA")  or,  in  some  cases,  a  special 
permit  from  the  town  Planning  Board.  If  that  happens  a 
building  permit  will  be  issued.  Dimensional  limitations 
include  minimum  lot  area,  minimum  frontage,  minimum 
front  and  side  setbacks,  maximum  lot  coverage  ("foot- 
print"), maximum  building  height  and  shape  require- 
ments. If  your  project  involves  altering  or  expanding  a 
"pre-existing  non-conforming  structure"  in  a  way  that 
intensifies  the  non-conformity,  a  special  permit  from  the 
ZBA  would  be  required.  A  building  that  predates  the 
zoning  bylaw  but  would  violate  the  bylaw  if  built  today 
is  an  example  of  a  "pre-existing  non-conforming  struc- 
ture. 

If  you  want  to  use  your  land  for  a  purpose  regulated 
by  the  "use  provisions"  of  the  zoning  bylaw  you  would 
need  a  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board.  For 
example,  if  the  land  is  in  a  rural  district  and  you  propose 
to  build  a  commercial  greenhouse  or  open  a  construction 
business  or  a  restaurant  in  your  home  you  would  need  a 
special  permit. 

Again,  you  can  get  the  application  form  from  the 
Town  Clerk.  As  part  of  the  application,  you  will  need  to 
submit  an  "abutters"  list  —  the  names  and  addresses  of 
your  neighbors.  The  Board  of  Assessors  —  Tammy 
Blackwell,  Ruth  Gillette  and  Barbara  West  —  are  in  charge 
of  the  town's  tax  maps,  and  can  be  helpful  here. 

The  abutters  list  is  required  so  that  the  ZBA  or  Plan- 
ning Board,  whichever  is  to  consider  your  application, 
may  give  your  abutters  notice  of  your  project  and  of  the 
public  hearing  on  the  proposal  that  the  board  is  required 


Studio- 


Proprietor: 
Sebastio.no  Anselmi 


(413)229-0258 

547  North  Main  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 
By  Appointment  Only 

Hours:  Tues.  9-8 
W.,  F.  9-5 
Thurs.  12-8 
Sat.  8-1 


to  hold.  With  limited  exceptions,  the  board  may  not 
make  any  decisions  or  otherwise  consider  your  applica- 
tion except  at  this  hearing  or  subsequent  public  meet- 
ings.   Advance  notice  of  such  meetings  must  be  posted 
at  the  Town  Hall  and  published  in  a  local  newspaper. 
The  purpose  of  these  requirements  is  to  make  sure  that 
the  abutters  and  the  community  as  a  whole  will  have 
the  opportunity  to  learn  about  your  project,  share  any 
information  they  may  have  and  to  voice  any  objections 
they  may  have,  and  that  the  board's  deliberations  and 
the  reasoning  behind  its  decision  will  be  open  and 
above  board. 

The  ZBA  may  not  issue  a  variance  unless  strict 
conditions  are  met.  The  standards  for  granting  special 
permits  give  the  Planning  Board  and  the  ZBA  more 
discretion.  In  each  case,  however,  the  board  has  to 
balance  your  interests  with  those  of  your  neighbors  and 
the  rest  of  the  community.  It  might  do  this  by  issuing 
the  variance  or  special  permit  subject  to  some  condi- 
tions that  mitigate  any  adverse  impacts  your  project  will 
have  on  the  neighborhood. 

While  the  board  does  its  best  to  act  on  applications 
promptly,  it  can  take  time  —  sometimes  lots  of  time  — 
for  the  board  to  make  a  site  visit  (if  it  decides  this  is 
necessary)  and  to  schedule  and  publicize  the  public 
hearing  and  any  other  meetings  that  are  required.  If  the 
issues  are  complicated  or  contentious,  the  hearing  may 
be  "continued"  for  several  weeks  or  even  months,  so  it 
is  essential  to  start  the  process  early. 

Inspections  and  the  CO 

Once  you  have  the  building  permit  (and  any  other 
required  permits  and  approvals),  you  can  start  your 
project.  It  will  be  inspected  (during  construction  and 
after  completion)  by  some  or  all  of  the  Town  Inspectors: 
building,  plumbing,  electrical  and  gas  piping  inspectors, 
the  fire,  police  and  highway  departments  and  the  Board 
of  Health.  The  Board  of  Assessors  must  also  sign  off. 
The  final  official  act  occurs  after  completion  —  the 
issuance  of  a  "Certificate  of  Occupancy  and  Compli- 
ance" (CO).  The  building  cannot  legally  be  occupied 
without  the  CO. 

If  the  building  inspector  denies  your  application  for 
a  building  permit  or  fails  to  issue  you  a  certificate  of 
occupancy,  you  can  appeal  to  the  ZBA  within  30  days 
of  the  denial.  On  the  other  hand,  if  your  neighbors 
object  to  your  project  and  believe  the  permit  was 
wrongly  issued  or  that  you  should  be  getting  a  variance 
or  special  permit  that  you  don't  think  is  required,  they 
can  appeal  to  the  ZBA.  No  matter  who  wins  this  appeal, 
the  loser  can  make  a  further  appeal  to  the  law  courts. 

Virtually  all  of  these  requirements  are  intended  to 
protect  you  and  your  neighbors  or  are  mandated  by 
state  law.  Board  members  are  ordinary  citizens  trying  to 
do  their  best  to  resolve  difficult  issues  and  are  not  paid 
for  their  hard  work. 


Buy  Local! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.   Let  them  know 
you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Times. 


community 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Events  at  Sheffield  Chapel 

On  March  28,  the  Sportsman's  Dinner  will  feature  Charlie 
Alsheimer,  editor  of  Deer  &  Deer  Hunting  magazine. 

And  don't  forget,  Easter  is  April  20.  Plan  ahead  to  invite 
friends  and  family! 

Christ  Church  Events 

Sunday,  March  2,  Rev.  Ray  Wilson  will  describe  the  work  of 
Episcopal  Relief  &  Development,  the  denomination's  interna- 
tional agency  working  to  aid  people  in  need  world-wide. 

Tuesday,  March  4,  is  the  Annual  Pancake  Supper  in  the 
Parish  Hall,  5-7pm.    For  details  call  the  church  at  229-8811. 

Wednesday,  March  5,  is  Ash  Wednesday.  Services:  Holy 
Eucharist  and  the  Imposition  of  the  Ashes  at  12noon  and  7pm. 

March  12  begins  the  Wednesday  evening  Lenten  program, 
"Soup  Supper"  at  5:30pm  followed  by  Bible  study  of  Sunday's 
scripture  lessons.    The  public  is  welcome. 

Thursday,  April  17,  Maundy  Thursday's  liturgy  will  include 
the  children's  choir. 

April  18,  Good  Friday  services  begin  with  an  ecumenical 
Way  of  the  Cross  (see  below). 

April  20,  Easter  begins  with  a  sunrise  service  of  morning 
prayer  at  6:15am;  Festival  Holy  Eucharist  at  8am;  and  Festival 
Choral  Eucharist  with  choirs  and  soloists  at  10am  with  a 
children's  Easter  egg  hunt  following  the  service. 


(Primrose  Cottage 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

935  Ashfey  Taffs  <Rd.,  <Rt  7*A 
ftshfey  faffs,  MA  01222 

(413)  229-3263 
Proprietors  Jude  Kent  &  Tamarack  Garlow 


Amenities:  Livingroom  with  kitchenette;  bedroom; 

private  bath;  pull-out  queen-sized  bed  in  lv.  room; 

queen-size  bed  in  bedroom;  in  room  fresh  flowers; 

coffee  pot;  apartment-sized  refrigerator;  toaster  oven; 

in  room  continental  breakfast. 

Children  under  17  and  Pets  are  Free! 


25  YEARS  OF  DANCING 

For  25  years,  every  4th  Saturday  night  of  the  month, 
there  has  been  a  square  and  contra  dance  held  at 
Sheffield  Grange.  Come  celebrate  25  years  of  dancing 
on  March  22  at  8pm.  Area  favorite  Mountain  Laurel  wit 
be  playing.  All  dances  are  taught  and  alt  levels  of 
expertise  are  welcomed! 


Samaritan  Fund  to  the  rescue 

Once  again,  thank  you  for  your  support  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund,  which  provides  immediate,  no-strings-attached  help  to 
individuals  and  families  in  our  community  who  need  help  for 
whatever  reason.  A  special  thanks  to  Helen  Rote's  family.  They 
had  asked  that  people  who  wanted  to  honor  Helen  donate  to 
this  fund  in  her  memory.  Over  $600  was  received! 

It  came  at  a  good  time,  since  it's  turning  out  to  be  a  difficult 
winter  for  many  people.  So  far  this  winter  this  fund  has  helped 
two  families  repair  their  cars,  another  two  families  to  pay  their 
rent  and  another  to  pay  a  heating  bill.  Donations  may  be  sent 
to  Old  Parish  Church  marked  "For  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund" 
(checks  can  be  made  out  to  "Good  Samaritan  Fund"). 

Old  Parish  Lenten  Study 

During  Lent,  beginning  Wednesday  March  12  and  every 
Wednesday  to  April  16,  the  Church's  minister  will  lead  a  study 
on  "Living  with  Jesus  and  The  Book  of  Job"  addressing 
questions  such  as:  "Is  this  all  there  is?",  "What  are  friends  for?", 
"Why  is  there  emptiness  and  misery?",  "Why  evil  and  injus- 
tice?", and  "What  is  resurrection?"  Each  study  will  begin  at 
6:30pm  with  a  light  supper  and  end  at  8:30. 

The  study  is  open  to  the  public.  It  would  help  in  planning 
if  nonparishioners  who  want  to  come  call  the  church  office  at 
229-8173. 

Good   Friday  ecumenical   service 

Once  again  Christ  Episcopal  Church,  Old  Parish  Church 
and  Our  Lady  of  The  Valley  Roman  Catholic  Church  will 
join  for  a  Good  Friday  Ecumenical  Service  on  April  18. 
The  service  will  begin  at  Old  Parish  Church  at  12  noon 
and  proceed  from  there  to  Christ  Church  and  conclude  at 
Our  Lady  of  The  Valley.  Participating  churches  also 
include  The  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Ashley 
Falls.  Last  year's  event  was  highly  successful  and  even 
greater  participation  is  anticipated  this  year. 


Let's   meet   at  the   library!! 

Celebrate  National  Agricultural  Week 

with  a 

Garden  Symposium 

Second  day  of  Spring 

March  22,  2203 

Mark  your  calendars  now!! 

Lets    meet   at   the    library!! 
Bushnell  Sage  Library 
10  South  Main  Street 


Churches  &  Services 


ASHLEY  FALLS 

Grace  Bible  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Road  (413)  229-8560;  parsonage 

(860)  824-7442.  Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3- 

adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care  provided. 

Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 

Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 

1156  Ashley  Falls  Road  (413)  229-2712.  Sunday:  10am 

Service.  Pastor  Betty  LeGeyt 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  (Episcopal) 

180  Main  Street  (413)  229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday 

School  fit  chitdcare;  Thursday:  10am  Holy  Eucharist  St 

Healing.  Rev.  Susan  H.  Crampton 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Rte  7  a  Kellogg  Road  (413)  229-8649. 
The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  Street  (413)  229-0400  Sunday:  10am 
Sunday  School;  11am  Worship  Service;  6pm  Bible  Study; 
Thursday:  7pm  Prayer  Meeting.  Rev.  H.  Shelton  Cole 

Old  Parish  (United  Church  of  Christ) 

125  Main  Street  (413)  229-8173 

Sunday:  10am  Worship.  Rev.  Art  Kaufman,  Pastor 


Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 
Maple  Avenue  (413)229-3028;  Saturday:  5:30pm  Mass; 
Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30 
Mass.  Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 
1970  N.  Main  Street,  www. shef f ieldchapel . org  ,  (41 3) 
528-0233  Sunday:  8am  fit  10:45am  Morning  Worship; 
9:30am  Sunday  school  for  all  ages.  Pastor  Chet  Howes 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 

Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 
North  Street  (413)  528-4197  Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday, 
10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are 
updated  weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including 
special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Road  (413)  528-6378  Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat 
Service;  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  fit  Torah  study. 
Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  As't  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

St.  James  352  Main  Street  (41 3)  528-1 330.  Sunday:  9:30am 
Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  George  E.  Mayer 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

St.  James,  352  Main  Street  church 
(413)528-4850;  home  (413)  528-3106. 
Sunday:  5pm.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 


Fairview  Hospital's 
Cardiac  Rehabilitation  Program 


"/f  does  a  heart  good!" 

Specifically  designed  for  heart  patients  within 
their  first  year  after  cardiac  event  or  diagnosis. 

•  Exercise  training 
•Education 
•Counseling 

Please  call  41 3-528-8600  ext.  3305  for  more  information. 


Fairview 
Hospital 


Jfam 


Fridays 
4  to  7 

center 
of  town 


Opening  May  9  — 
Mothers'  Day  Weekend 

Bedding  Plants,  Early 
Vegetables,  Eggs, 
Breads,  Pastas, 
Baked  Goods,  Herbs 
&  More! 

Special  Crafts  Day  - 
Remember  Mom! 
Mark  your  calendars  - 
Support  Local  Farms 
&  Local  Food! 


For  information,  please  contact 
Market  Manager  -  229-2012 


community 


PLAY  AT  MT.  EVERETT 

The  fourth  of  five  dramas  by  the  Mt.  Everett  Performing 
Arts  Dept.  this  year  will  be  "Nobody  Heard  Me  Cry," 
about  a  teenage  boy's  spiral  into  severe  depression.  The 
play  by  Vern  Harden  is  directed  by  Bob  Law  and  Charles 
Coughlin  with  a  cast  and  technical  crew  of  over  25  7-12 
grade  students. 

Law  said,  "Last  year  'Clippings,'  which  had  a  similar 
plot,  was  a  huge  success  for  the  actors  and  audiences." 
Law  went  on  to  say,  "We  also  experimented  with  a  new 
seating  arrangement.  Instead  of  having  the  audience  sit  in 
the  auditorium  far  from  the  action  on  stage,  they  are 
seated  on  the  stage  in  a  theatre-in-the-round  setup.  This 
really  allows  the  audience  to  become  part  of  the  story." 

As  in  previous  years,  the  cast  and  directors  will  hold  a 
"talk  back"  with  the  audience  after  each  performance.  "In 
past  years  these  talk  backs  were  as  compelling  as  the 
play  itself,"  Law  said. 

Because  seating  is  on  the  stage,  each  show  is  limited 
to  125  tickets.  All  seats  will  be  reserved.  Reservations  are 
highly  recommended.  Due  to  the  play's  mature  theme 
dealing  with  teenage  suicide,  it  is  suggested  that  parents 
attend  with  young  children. 

"Nobody  Heard  Me  Cry"  will  run  Friday  and  Saturday 
April  11  &  12  at  7pm,  and  Sunday  April  13  at  2pm. 
Tickets  are  $8  for  general  admission  and  $6  for  seniors 
and  students.  For  reservations,  call  229-8252. 


Campo    de'Fiori 

Uncommon  Home  and  Garden 
Furnishings 

Route  7,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 
(413)  528-1857      Open  Daily     10-5 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Backhaus,  CBR® 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  Are  A  Full  Service  Agency. 

Let  Us  Represent  You  In  Your  Next 

Sale,  Purchase,  Or  Rental. 

Experience  The  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 


COMEDY  BENEFITS  EAGLE  FUND 

The  Eagle  Fund  of  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional 
School  District  and  The  Miniature  Theatre  of  Chester  will 
combine  forces  on  Saturday,  March  29,  to  present  a 
benefit  performance  of  "High  Dive,"  Leslie  Ayvazian's 
one-woman  comedy  at  The  Consolati  Performing  Arts 
Center  in  Sheffield.  In  addition  to  the  performance,  the 
evening  will  feature  a  festive  supper  and  post-perfor- 
mance dessert  reception  with  Ms.  Ayvazian. 

In  "High  Dive"  calamities  pile  up  as  Ayvazian,  perched 
on  a  high  dive  platform  in  Greece,  flashes  back  to  a 
succession  of  farcical  disasters  that  culminate  in  her 
present  predicament.  The  unique  one-woman  show 
features  a  very  large  cast.  The  other  actors?  Members  of 
the  audience  are  invited  to  read  lines  from  the  script 
thereby  experiencing  the  point  of  the  play — the  willing- 
ness to  dive  in.     The  Berkshire  Eagle  hailed  High  Dive  as 
an  "inviting,  warm,  rich  funny  show."   The  Washington 
Post  concurred;  "A  hugely  entertaining  ride,  sure  to  elicit 
howls  of  laughter." 

"Not  only  is  this  going  to  be  a  terrific  evening,  but 
every  dollar  raised  for  The  Eagle  Fund  will  be  matched 
by  50  percent  by  the  Cox  Charitable  Trust,"  said 
Catherine  B.  Miller,  a  founding  member  of  The  Eagle 
Fund  and  past  chairperson.  The  Eagle  Fund  was  estab- 
lished by  community  members  to  provide  students  in  the 
SBRSD  with  educational. opportunities  not  addressed  by 
the  standard  curriculum  and  is  managed  by  the  Berkshire 
Taconic  Community  Foundation.  In  its  five  years,  The 
Eagle  Fund  has  sponsored  54  such  projects. 

Ayvazian  is  a  two-time  Outer  Critics  Award  winner 
whose  plays  have  been  produced  by  the  Manhattan 
Theatre  Club,  Mark  Taper  Forum,  Long  Wharf  and  other 
venues.  She  has  a  recurring  role  as  Judge  Valdera  on 
NBC's  Law  and  Order:  Special  Victims  Unit.  The  Miniature 
Theatre,  an  Actor's  Equity  Association  company  located 
just  east  of  Jacob's  Pillow  on  Route  20,  is  now  entering  its 
14th  year. 

Tickets  for  the  dinner,  performance  and  reception  are 
$100;  for  the  performance  and  reception  $45.  General 
admission  is  $20  and  student  tickets  are  $10.  Call  413- 
229-8252  for  reservations  and  information. 


Sheffield  Water  Co.,  Inc. 

A  Privately  Owned  Public  Utility 

Serving  Sheffield  Since  1895 

Pure  Water  Without  Purification 


1080  S.  Undermountain  Rd. 

P.O.Box  295 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

(413)229-2777 
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GARDEN  SYMPOSIUM  a 
POTLUCK  DINNER 

To  celebrate  the  rejuvenation  Of 
Dewey  Decimal  635-the 
gardening  section— and  to  make 
the  community  aware  of  local 
gardening  resources,  including 
the  library,  the  Friends  of  the 
Bushnell-Sage  Library  are 
sponsoring  a  garden  symposium 
Saturday,  March  22, 10am-4pm. 
Talks  are  planned  on  topics 
including  garden  basics,  heirloom 
vegetables,  perennials,  and 
container  gardening.  From  10am- 
12pm  there  will  be  a  seed  swap- 
bring  your  extra  seeds  to  swap 
for  those  you  need.  At  1pm 
there  will'  be  a  show-and*tell  for 
local  gardeners  to  discuss  their 
favorite  garden  tools. 

Gardening  is  a  passion  that 
librarian  Nancy  Hahn  shares  with 
many  Sheffield  residents.  "I  am 
excited  that  with  the  help  of  the 
Friends  we  are  focused  on 
gardening  and  related  topics. 
Recently  a  collection  of  68  books 
from  an  avid  local  gardener 
became  available  and  were 
purchased  for  the  library  by  the 
Friends,  t  think  people  will  be 
pleasantly  surprised  at  the  depth 
and  range  of  our  ever-growing 
and  soon  to  be  extraordinary 
collection." 

in  the  evening,  a  potluck 
supper  wilt  be  held  at  the  Library 
to  welcome  librarian  Nancy  Hahn 
and  to  thank  her  for  all  her  extra 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Library, 
(Nancy  joined  the  library  in  the 
fall  of  2001.)  The  dinner  starts  at 
5:30  and  is  open  to  Friends  of 
the  Library  and  those  interested 
in  supporting  the  library.  Those 
interested  should  contact  Pamela 
Bloodworth  at  229-3530  or 
Barbara  Burns  at  229-2467. 


LIBRARY  NEWS 

Art  show  in  March.  "Water  into 
Wine,"  an  exhibit  by  two  local  artists, 
Ellen  Murtagh  and  David 
McCandless,  will  run  March  1  to  15 
downstairs  in  the  Garden  Room. 
During  regular  library  hours. 

Book  Talks  and  Signings  in 
April.    Two  authors  will  be  talking 
about  and  signing  their  books  at  the 
Sheffield  Library.    On  April  12  at 
2pm,  Kathy  Harrison,  her  book 
"Another  Place  at  the  Table";    on 
April  19  at  1pm  Simon  Winchester 
will  discuss  his  book  "Krakatoa." 

Timber  Framing  Program  in 
May.      Watch  local  papers  for  details 
on  a  program  on  timber  framing  by 
Dave  Lanoe  and  Jeffrey  Casdin, 
following  the  restoration  of  the 
Casdin's  historic  home  at  the  junction 


APPRAISAL  FAIR 

TO  BENEFIT  LIBRARY. 

Bring  your  treasured  items  to  Mt. 
Everett  High  School  Cafeteria  on 
Berkshire  School  Rd.  on  Friday, 
March  28,  7  to  9pm.  Experts  on 
clocks,  pottery,  jewelry,  paintings, 
furniture,  china,  coins,  paper  cur- 
rency, and  documents  will  do  ap- 
praisals for  $5  per  item.  A  50/50  raffle 
will  be  drawn  at  9pm.  The  winner 
need  not  be  present.  Light  refresh- 
ments will  be  served.  Sponsored  by 
Aurigan  Scholarship  Inc  and  Friends 
of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library. 

of  Rannapo  and  Cooper  Hill  roads  in 
Ashley  Falls. 

Bushnell-Sage  Library  hours:  Tues. 
&  Fri.,  10am-8pm;  Wed,  Thurs.  & 
Sat.,  10am-5pm.  Closed  Sun.  &  Mon. 


FAMILY  NETWORK  EVENTS  SAMPLER 

Playgroups.    We  continue  to  invite 
families  with  children  aged  birth-5 
years  to  attend  the  two  playgroups 
held  in  Sheffield.  On  Tuesdays,  the 
parent-child  playgroup  is  held  at  the 
Christ  Church  from  9:30-1 1:30am. 
Please  use  the  back  entrance  to 
attend  the  playgroup,  held  down- 
stairs. On  Thursdays,  the  playgroup  is 
held  at  the  Grace  Bible  Church,  also 
from  9:30-1 1:30am.  Families  are 
invited  to  all  our  activities. 

Toddler  playgroup.    A  toddler 
playgroup  meets  regularly  on  Mon- 
days, 9:30  a.m.-  11:30  a.m.  at  the 
Family  Center,  940  South  Main  St, 
Great  Barrington.  A  Saturday  toddler 
group  will  be  held  at  the  same  place 
and  the  same  time  on  March  15  and 
April  12. 

Father-child  activities.     A 
father-child  hike  at  Bartholomew's 
Cobble  is  scheduled  for  Saturday, 


March  22  at  10:30am.  On  April  26,  a 
father-child  trip  at  10:30am  to  Gould 
Farm  in  Monterey  to  see  the  animals. 
Mothers  are  welcome,  too. 

There  are  many  more  activites 
each  month.     Please  call  the  Family 
Center  at  528-0721  to  receive  a  free 
complete  calendar.    All  activities  are 
held  at  the  Family  Center,  940  South 
Main  Street,  Great  Barrington  unless 
otherwise  stated.  All  activities  are  free 
to  families  with  children  birth-5 
years,  unless  otherwise  noted.     Please 
call  to  register  for  activities. 


CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20 
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HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 
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From  while-you-wait  duplicating 
to  web  offset  printing... 

Color  Copies  ■  Fax  Services  •  Laminating 
Photocopies  •  Resumes  •  Spiral  Binding 

Books  •  Brochures  •  Business  Cards 

Envelopes  •  Flyers  •  Letterheads 

Menus  •  Newspapers  •  Newsletters 

NCR/Carbonless  Forms 

Posters  •  Programs  •  Tickets 

Wedding  Invitations 
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Mac  and  PC  Compatible 

Digital  Plate  Maker  •  Barcoded  Mailing  Services 
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413/528-2885  •  Fax:  413/528-9220 
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community 


Town  Meeting  will  be  Monday,  May  5,  2003 
Town  Elections  will  be  Monday,  May  12,  9om-7pm 


A  SHEFFIELD  CEMETERY  LESSON 


It  is  in  the  burying  grounds  and 
cemeteries  of  Sheffield,  amongst 
vastly  varying  memorials,  where  we 
often  come  closest  to  our  history  and 
the  lives  of  our  ancestors.  Each 
marker  tells  a  unique  story  of  family 
relationships,  filial  or  parental  love, 
life  cut  short  or  admonitions  and 
anxieties  about  death.  When  consid- 
ered in  total,  these  stones  also 
demonstrate  ancient  social  orders  and 
changing  fashions  and  beliefs. 

One  stone  in  particular  that  has 
evoked  considerable  notice  over  the 
years  is  in  Barnard  Cemetery,  Route 
7,  near  the  south  end  of  Sheffield 
village.  Milton  Barnum,  local  histo- 
rian and  cemetery  specialist  first 
brought  it  to  my  attention  several 
years  ago.  It  is  a  double  stone  that 
marks  the  burial  site  of  Roger  and 
Samuel  Ashley,  sons  of  General  John 
Ashley  and  his  second  wife  Mary 
Ballantine.    Tragically,  their  lives  cut 
short,  Samuel  died  in  1790  at  age  12 
and  Roger  in  1795  at  age  20.  During 


their  lifetimes  the  brothers  resided  in 
the  imposing  Connecticut  River 
Valley  style  mansion,  ca.  1762, 
located  at  the  junction  of  Cooper  Hill 
Road  and  Rannapo  Road  in  Ashley 
Falls.     Recently  restored,  it  is  a 
residence  of  Jeff  and  Sharon  Casdin. 

In  spite  of  the  Ashley  family's 
wealth,  the  boys'  double  stone  is  not 
particularly  noteworthy  except  for  an 
epitaph  which  reads,  "Few  and  evil 
were  our  days.  "  Just  what  evil, 
everybody  wondered,  could  the  boys 
have  done  in  their  brief,  young  lives 
that  would  cause  their  parents  to 
include  such  an  inscription?  People 
seemed  content  to  take  it  at  face 
value,  attributing  it,  perhaps,  to 
notable,  unknown,  delinquency. 
Beyond  that,  nobody  offered  an 
explanation.  That  is,  until  recently. 

This  fall,  we  had  family  visiting 
from  the  Midwest  who  showed  an 
inordinate  interest  in  cemeteries. 
After  taking  them  to  four  remote 
burial  sites  in  town,  I  suggested  a 


walk  to  nearby  Barnard  Cemetery, 
which  included  a  stop  at  the  enig- 
matic Ashley  brothers'  stone.  Seren- 
dipitously,  one  of  our  guests  offered 
a  more  plausible  explanation.  Almost 
certainly,  he  said,  there  is  a  scriptural 
explanation,  and  he  cited  Ephesians 
5:  15-16.  "Be  most  careful  then  how 
you  conduct  yourselves:  like  sensible 
men,  not  like  simpletons.  Use  the 
present  opportunity  to  the  full,  for 
these  are  evil  days."  In  the  18th 
century,  he  continued,  Christians 
simply  considered  all  days  evil  until 
the  Second  Coming  of  Christ. 

So  the  epitaph  is  not  a  statement 
of  exasperation  of  the  boys'  delin- 
quency after  all,  but  an  articulation  of 
an  18th  century  religious  belief.  And 
by  simply  prefixing  it  with  few,  it  also 
became  an  expression  of  sorrow  by 
the  parents  at  the  short  lives  of  their 
two  sons.  Such  are  the  lessons  to  be 
learned  in  burial  grounds  like  this, 
lessons  that  bring  us  closer  to  our 
history  and  the  lives  of  our  ancestors. 

--James  R.  Miller 
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TOWN  MASTER  PLAN  UPDATE 


Second  public  meeting.  A 

second  community  workshop  was 
held  on  Jan.  28  at  Town  Hall.  About 
30  Sheffield  residents  attended.  The 
workshop  was  designed  to  enable 
people  who  could  not  attend  the  first 
workshop  in  November  to  share  their 
opinions  about  the  Town  (see  the 
January/February  issue  of  the 
Sheffield  Times  for  a  report  on  the 
first  workshop).  As  with  the  first 
workshop,  planning  consultants  from 
Dufresne-Henry  facilitated  a  discus- 
sion about  what  the  attendees  felt 
were  Sheffield's  values,  strengths, 
weaknesses,  and  opportunities. 

People  at  the  January  meeting 
cited  many  of  the  same  issues  that 
arose  at  the  November  workshop: 
preserving  Sheffield's  rural  character, 
creating  affordable  housing,  strength- 
ening the  town's  economic  base,  and 
ensuring  that  growth  does  not  come 
at  the  expense  of  what  people  love 
about  the  town. 

This  meeting  ended  up  with  a 
special  focus  on  issues  surrounding 
Route  7  and  its  effect  on  the  town; 
how  to  get  people  out  of  their  cars 
and  enhance  the  social  activity  in  the 
center  of  Town.  Speeding  traffic  was 
cited  as  a  problem,  not  just  for  safety 
reasons,  but  because  people  zooming 
through  town  don't  notice  businesses 
along  the  road  in  the  village  center, 
let  along  patronize  them.  "We  need 
to  redefine  Main  St.  and  define  the 
'Village'  by  drawing  people's  atten- 
tion off  the  highway,"  said  a  participant. 

The  meeting  developed  several 
ideas  for  improving  the  "sense  of 
place"  in  the  center  of  town:  more 
places  for  people  to  sit  and  visit;  traf- 
fic slowing  and  calming  mechanisms, 
including  a  possible  traffic  light  at 
Berkshire  School  Rd.;  attention  to 
town  and  business  signage;  and  pro- 
viding a  better  "balance"  between  the 
two  sides  of  Route  7,  so  the  highway 
seems  less  of  a  barrier.  One  sugges- 
tion was  to  narrow  Route  7  in  the 
center  of  town  to  let  people  know 
that  they  are  in  a  village  area  and  to 
be  able  to  increase  the  area  available 
for  use  in  the  center  of  town. 

Those  who  were  not  able  to 
attend  either  workshop  or  who  wish 
to  share  additional  ideas  or  issues  are 
welcome  to  do  so.     Send  them  to  Ted 
Brovitz,  project  manager  for 


Dufresne-Henry,  or  contact  him  as 
noted  in  the  box  at  right.  General 
questions  or  comments  can  also  be 
directed  to  Steering  Committee 
Chair  Kathy  Orlando  at  229-8789  or 
wildkato@aol.com. 

Subcommittees  meet.  Around 
45  residents  have  signed  up  to 
participate  on  the  four  planning 
subcommittees:  economic  develop- 
ment; land  use,  open  space  and 
recreation;  housing;  and  facilities, 
services,  transportation.  An  intro- 
ductory subcommittee  meeting  was 
held  at  7pm  on  Feb.  10  at  Town 
Hall.  About  20  people  braved  a 
surprise  snowstorm  to  attend. 
Subcommittees  started  to  identify 
issues  and  opportunities  and  write 
vision  statements  for  each  area, 
describing  Sheffield  now  and  what 
it  could  be  in  5  to  10  years. 

The  groups  will  meet  regularly 
over  the  next  several  months,  as 
they  review  the  results  from  the 
town-wide  survey  and  gather 
additional  input  from  residents, 
town  boards,  businesses  and 
organizations  toward  forming 
recommendations  to  be  included  in 
the  Master  Plan. 

Anyone  who  wants  to  join  a 
subcommittee  is  welcome  (see 
above  for  contact  information). 

Resources   for   the   planning 
process.  Dufresne-Henry  is 
preparing  maps  and  reports  on 
existing  conditions  in  Sheffield. 
Copies  are  available  for  review  at 
Town  Hall  and  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library.  If  you'd  like  a  copy  of 
reports  from  any  of  the  meetings 
that  have  occurred  so  far,  contact 
Brovitz,  who  can  send  them  via  e- 
mail  or  regular  mail.  These  reports 
were  available  as  the  Sheffield  Times 
went  to  press: 

♦  Sheffield  Master  Plan  Existing 
Conditions  and  Trends  Report  (a 
Power  Point  file). 

♦  Summaries  of  the  first  two 
public  meetings  (4  pages) 

♦  Who  We  Are  and  How  We 
Live:  Demographic  Trends  &  Hous- 
ing Conditions  (29  pages). 

Land  use,  transportation  and 
economic  development  reports  will 
be  available  as  they  are  completed. 


SUBCOMMITTEE 
MEETINGS  &  CONTACTS 
Join  or  bring  Ideas  and  issues  to  a 
subcommittees'  attention  without 
becoming  a  member.  Contact  the 
chair  of  the  subcommittee  or  Ted 
Brovitz  as  listed  below  or  c/o 
Town  Hall,  P.O.  Box  325, 
Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

♦  Economic  development. 
Co-chairs:  Don  Ward  (229-9023) 
and  Sharon  Gregory  (229-2717  or 
sharongregory1@cs.com).  Next 
meeting:  Mon.,  Mar.  10,  7pm  in 
Town  Hall  first  floor  meeting 
room.  The  tentative  schedule  is  to 
meet  every  other  Monday  evening. 

♦  Land  use,  open  space  & 
recreation.  Chair:  Allison  Lassoe. 
(lassoe@worldnet.att.net  or  229- 
8839).  Next  meeting:  Monday 
March  17  at  7pm  at  Town  Hall, 

♦  Housing.  Chair:  David  West 
(229-7727).  Next  meeting: 
Monday,  March  10,  7pm  at  Town 
Hall. 

♦  Facilities,  services  &  trans- 
portation. Anna  James  (229-3096 
orarjames@bcn.net).  Next 
meeting:  Friday,  March  7  at  7pm. 

Ted  Brovitz,  the  project 
manager  for  the  town  consultants, 
will  be  attending  most 
subcommittee  meetings.  He  can 
be  reached  at  tbrovitz@dufresne- 
henry.com  or  617-426-9716.  He 
will  also  be  available  at  Sheffield 
Town  Hall  after  noon  on  March  10 
and  on  additional  dates. 


cIhe  "Enchanted Jtorist 
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TOWN  CLERK 

Town  census  reminder.  The  Sheffield  Annual  Town 
Census  Forms  have  been  mailed.    We  thank  all  who  have 
responded  and  remind  those  who  have  not  responded  to 
please  do  so  immediately. 

Time  for  new  dog  licenses.  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  requires  that  all  dogs  be  licensed.     Shef- 
field dog  licenses  expire  on  March  31,  2003.  Licenses 
must  be  purchased  by  4pm  on  April  30  to  avoid  a  $25 
penalty.     Licenses  cost  $4  for  spayed  or  neutered  dogs, 
$10  for  intact  dogs.    Licenses  may  be  obtained  by  mail. 
Please  send  a  check  payable  to  "Town  of  Sheffield"  for 
the  appropriate  amount,  plus  updated  rabies  information 
and  a  stamped,  self-addressed  envelope  to:  Town  Clerk, 
P.O.  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257.  All  persons  owning  a 
dog  and  living  in  the  Town  of  Sheffield  for  30  days  must 
license  that  dog. 

Rabies  Clinic.    A  rabies  clinic,  sponsored  by  the  Scouts, 
will  be  held  March  29  from  l-3pm  at  the  Sheffield  Town 
Hall  Parking  Lot.  For  $9,  veterinarian  Marge  Gulick  will 
update  your  pet's  rabies  vaccination.  All  dogs  must  be  on 
a  leash  and  all  cats  in  carriers.    The  Town  Clerk  will  also 
be  issuing  licenses  on  that  day.  No  animals  will  be 
allowed  in  Town  Hall,  no  exceptions. 

^Sheffield Marl^etplace  ~ 

New  Owners!  Tammy  &  Bill  Dennis 
It's  a  real  market  again!! 

formerly  Sheffield  Market 

Deli  Open  Everyday 


Sandwich  Specials  & 

Hot  Soups 

Food  to  go!!! 

Fresh  Daily 

•  Pastaries 

•  Donuts 

•  Bagels 

Coffee  Bar  featuring 

Green  Mt.  Coffee  &  Cappuccino 

'Delivery  available  to  Seniors!! 

OPEN  7  DAYS— MON  -SAT.  6-9  SUN.  7-3 
Main  Street  Sheffield,  MA  •  413-229-9944 


TOWN  CLERK  POSITION 

>wn  of  Sheffield  is  accepting  application; 
ssition  of  Town  Clerk.  The  Town  Clerk 
rms  administrative  and  responsible  work 
rging  the  functions  of  the  office,  includi 
the  administration  of  elections,  annual  census 
records  management,  vital  statistics  and  the 
issuance  of  licenses  and  permits.  Applicants  s 
have  excellent  organizational,  interpersonal  ai 
Customer  service  skills.  Must  be  a  resident  of 


30b  de« 
the  To\ 


Register  for  Town  Meeting  &  Town  Elections.  The  last 
day  to  register  voters  for  this  year's  Town  Meeting  and 
annual  Town  Election  will  be  April  15,  from  9am  to  8pm. 
Any  person  running  for  office  needs  to  obtain  nomination 
papers  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office  during  regular  hours. 
This  year's  Town  Meeting  will  be  Mon.,  May  5  at  7pm  at 
Mt.  Everett  High  School.    The  annual  Town  Election  will 
be  Mon.  May  12.  Voting  hours  are  9am  to  7pm  at  Town 
Hall. 

A  lost  colleague.  I  end  this  on  a  sad  note.   On  Jan.  31, 
Assistant  Town  Clerk  Maureen  Snyder,  age  36,  died  at 
Brigham  &  Women's  Hospital  in  Boston  after  a  coura- 
geous battle  with  leukemia  and  a  bone  marrow  transplant 
done  on  Oct.  31,  2002.     For  those  who  knew  Maureen,  she 
was  a  bright,  lovely,  humorous  and  wonderful  person. 
She  was  a  wonderful  mom  whose  life  revolved  around  her 
two  young  children.     This  Town  Hall  will  not  be  the  same 
place  without  Maureen's  wonderful  smile,  energy  and 
great  humor.     She  would  have  made  a  premium  town 
clerk.     Our  loss  is  great. 

--Helen  E.  Johnston,  Town  Clerk 

Hours:  Monday  through  Friday,  9am  to  4pm 

Tel:  229-8752;  fax:  229-7010 

'  TRANSFER  STATION  HOURS  " 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays:  1pm«4pm 

Saturdays:  8am-4pm 

Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


ALLIED 

MORTGAGE 

CAPITAL  CORPORATION 

Jessica  Krupski 

COMPETITIVE  RATE  MORTGAGES 

***  NO  INCOME  VERIFICATION  *** 
***  QUESTIONABLE  CREDIT  *** 

ON  LINE  MORTGAGES  WITH  LOCAL  LIVE  PERSON 
(413)  229-9908  (800)  320-2204 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Abuse  of  Prescription  Medications 

This  letter,  signed  by  Richard  Holman,  School  Superinten- 
dent, Glenn  DeVoti,  Principal  and  James  McGarry,  Police 
Chief  went  home  with  all  students  on  Friday,  Feb.  14 
because  Police  Dept.  and  school  officials  are  concerned 
about  the  abuse  of  several  prescription  medications. 

"We're  writing  to  let  you  know  about  a  substance 
abuse  issue  that  is  affecting  some  of  our  students.     During 
the  last  two  weeks  we  have  learned  that  several  prescrip- 
tion medications  are  being  abused.    The  drugs  we  know 
are  involved  include  Ritalin,  Percocet,  and  Vicodin, 
however,  there  very  well  might  be  others.     Some  students 
are  obtaining  these  drugs  without  prescriptions  and  using 
them  in  quantities  that  exceed  recommended  dosages  in 
an  effort  'to  get  high'.    These  drugs  can  be  very  danger- 
ous when  used  in  such  a  manner.     Sadly,  we've  encoun- 
tered some  students  who  have  ingested  pills  without 
even  knowing  what  they  were.     My  conversations  on  the 
matter  indicate  that  this  is  a  growing  problem  around  the 
county  both  in  the  school  and  in  the  community. 

We  need  your  help  to  solve  this  problem.     Please  talk 
with  your  kids  about  this  situation,  and  advise  them 
against  any  experimentation  in  this  area.    You  can  also 
help  by  being  very  careful  with  medications  you  may 
have  in  your  house.     Keep  track  of  the  quantities  you 
have  on  hand  and  limit  access  to  them.     Call  the  school 
office  if  you  would  like  information  that  will  assist  you  in 
this  regard. 

School  and  public  safety  staff  are  already  working 
hard  to  address  this  issue.    Pharmacies  and  doctors  have 
been  made  aware  of  the  situation  and  meetings  were 
held  with  students  and  staff  alerting  them  to  the  danger. 
Our  school  resource  officer  and  guidance  counselors  are 
also  working  closely  with  students  on  an  individual  basis. 

Sometimes  very  nice  kids  make  some  bad  choices. 
They  are  growing  up  in  an  era  when  the  potential  for 
making  those  kinds  of  choices  surrounds  them  constantly. 
They  need  all  of  us  working  together  to  help  them  make 
good  choices  in  their  lives.    We  look  forward  to  keeping 
channels  of  communication  open  and  supporting  each 
other  in  that  regard." 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Deadline  reminder.  Farm  Animal,  Machinery  and 
Equipment  forms  were  due  on  or  before  March  1,  2003. 


Berkshire  County  Properties,  Inc. 

48  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  277  ¥  S.  Egremont,  MA01258 

MARY  ALICE  WELCH 

Broker  Associate 


Office  413-528-3340 
Fax  413-528-3899 


Residence  413-229-7776 
E-mail:  cprop@bcn.net 


Voice  mail  ext.  15 


PAINT  ft  OIL  DISPOSAL 

Residents  of  Sheffield  and  the  16  other  towns  in  the 
South  Berkshire  Household  Hazardous  Waste 
Collaborative  can  bring  used  motor  oil  and  oil-based 
paints  to  the  Great  Barrington  Recycling  Transfer  Station 
on  Wed.,  April  30,  from  4  to  7pm.  Pre-registration  is 
required.  Call  the  Center  for  Ecological  Technology  (CET) 
at  445-4556  or  800-238-1221  or  e-mail 
jamiec@cetonline.org. 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

New  Mercury  Disposal  Guidelines 

As  part  of  the  Board  of  Health's  mission  to  protect  the 
health,  safety  and  welfare  of  the  public,  Sheffield  now 
has  a  mercury  disposal  regulation.  Common  products 
containing  mercury  include  thermometers,  thermostats, 
florescent  bulbs  and  switches,  barometers,  and  button 
cell  batteries.  Town  residents  can  place  such  items  in  the 
special  receptacle  at  the  transfer  station.  Contractors  are 
now  required  to  dispose  of  these  items  at  Berkshire 
County  Plumbing  in  Great  Barrington. 

Mercury  is  a  naturally  occurring  element,  but  can  be 
toxic  to  people  and  wildlife.     Human  exposure  to  mer- 
cury can  damage  the  nervous  system,  brain,  kidneys, 
liver  and  immune  system.    The  mercury  in  one  fever 
thermometer  is  enough  to  pollute  a  one-acre  lake  and 
make  the  fish  unsafe  to  consume,  particularly  for  children 
and  pregnant  women.     For  more  information  regarding 
mercury  contact  the  Center  for  Ecological  Technology  at 
(413)  445-4556  or  www.cetonline.org. 
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televised  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can  also  be  seen 

Sundays  at  11:30am  on  CTSB  Cable  Chanel  11. 

Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN:  excerpts  from  meeting  minutes 


11/25 — The  board  unanimously 
approved  the  appointments  of 
Tammy  Blackwell  to  the  Master  Plan 
Steering  Committee;  Stephen 
Witdorchic  to  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  Committee;  Cheryl 
Soldati  as  Conservation  Commission 
secretary;  Anne  Moulton  and 
Stephen  Hyer  to  the  Cultural  Coun- 
cil; and  Michael  Koldys  and  Almo 
Zani  to  the  Fire  Department. 

Nov.  2,  two  vicious  dogs  im- 
peded police  officers  attempting  to 
serve  a  search  warrant  at  a  house  on 
Cedar  Ln.  One  dog  bit  a  Pittsfield 
officer  and  the  other  had  to  be  driv- 
en off  by  pepper  spray.  Dog  Officer 
Martin  Clark  quarantined  the  dog 
that  bit  the  officer.  The  Selectmen 
ordered  that  the  dogs  be  removed 
from  the  house  promptly  and  from 
the  Town  within  seven  days. 

The  Selectmen  approved  the 
placement  of  stop  signs  at  the 
Hewins  St.  end  of  Rote  Hill  Rd.  and 
the  sending  of  a  letter  to  Mass 
Electric  asking  that  a  tree  obstructing 
drivers'  vision  be  removed. 

Tom  Ingersoll  updated  the  Board 
on  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project,  report- 
ing that  the  project  had  received  a 
$5,000  grant  from  the  ReLeaf  Pro- 
gram sponsored  by  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Environmental  Management. 
Several  trees  have  already  been 
planted  and  the  project  hopes  to 
receive  additional  grants  in  2003  and 
succeeding  years  to  enable  it  to 
keep  planting  trees.  Ingersoll 
thanked  the  people  who  permitted 
plantings  on  their  land  on  Root  Ln. 
on  Nov.  9  and  the  Police  Depart- 
ment for  providing  traffic  control  at 
these  plantings. 

Administrator  Weitz  presented  the 
list  of  proposed  license  fee  increases 
(which  had  not  been  increased  for 
three  years).    The  Board  will  act  on 
these  increases  at  its  Dec.  2  meeting. 

In  other  business,  the  Selectmen 
accepted  the  resignation  of  Tyler 
Moore  from  the  Fire  Department 
with  thanks.  A  street  curb  cut  permit 
for  property  on  County  Rd.  was 
approved  contingent  on  the  Police 
Chief's  approval  (which  was  given 
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later  during  the  meeting).  Transfer 
Station  issues  were  discussed.  Two 
residents  were  given  permission  to 
hunt  on  Town  land. 

The  Board  went  into  executive 
succession  to  discuss  collective  bar- 
gaining and  real  estate  negotiations. 

12/2 — The  Selectmen  approved  a 
motion  that  all  license  fees  be  in- 
creased by  3  percent  this  year  and  be 
adjusted  each  year  hereafter  by  the 
rate  of  inflation. 

12/16 — Ted  Brovitz  of  Dufresne- 
Henry,  consultants  for  the  Master 
Plan  project,  reported  on  the  Master 
Plan  Steering  Committee's  progress. 
The  committee  has  met  regularly 
over  the  past  several  months  and 
collected  important  information  on 
housing  development,  natural  re- 
sources, transportation,  and  other 
issues.  He  displayed  several  maps 
reflecting  some  of  this  information. 
These  maps  will  be  on  display  in  the 
second  floor  meeting  room  at  Town 
Hall  for  anyone  wishing  to  see  them. 
Surveys  have  been  mailed  to  all 
households  and  of  the  roughly  1,800 
sent  out  about  1,215  have  been 
returned.  Brovitz  encouraged  resi- 
dents who  have  not  returned  their 
surveys  to  do  so  and  all  residents  to 
attend  meetings  and  become  in- 
volved. Subcommittees  will  be 
meeting  in  February.  [See  p.  1 1  for 
more  on  the  Master  Plan.] 

In  other  business,  a  street  curb  cut 
permit  for  a  property  on  Salisbury 
Rd.  was  approved  subject  to  Chief 
McGarry's  approval.  The  renewal  of 
the  lease  between  the  Friendly  Union 
and  the  Senior  Center  for  Dewey  Hall 
was  approved  with  a  rent  increase  of 
$25  per  month.  The  Board  congratu- 
lated Ruth  Gillette  for  receiving  the 
Massachusetts  Association  Wilson 
Award  for  the  tax  assessor  who  has 
made  the  most  outstanding  contribu- 
tion to  the  assessing  profession.     Ruth 
has  been  an  assessor  for  the  Town 
for  22  years,  and  the  Board  said  that 
Sheffield  is  lucky  to  have  her. 

12/18 — The  subject  of  the  meet- 
ing was  the  Transfer  Station,  in 
particular  the  billing  system.    Arlene 
Miller  of  the  Department  of  Environ- 


mental Protection  was  present  and 
indicated  that  most  other  towns  sell 
stickers  or  require  that  users  pay  per 
item  (or  buy  special  trash  bags).  She 
indicated  that  the  Town  could 
continue  the  present  system.  Michael 
Ovitt  said  that  some  business  owners 
question  their  having  to  pay  a  fixed 
30  percent  of  their  total  bill  to  cover 
recycling  even  though  their 
recyclables  may  be  a  smaller  percent- 
age.    Roger  Trucking  has  sent  letters 
stating  that  recyclables  collected  from 
businesses  were  sent  to  another 
location.  This  resulted  in  more 
questions  from  business  owners. 
Businesses  were  allowed  to  deposit 
recyclables  directly  (i.e.,  not  through 
Roger  Trucking)  but  have  been 
banned  from  doing  so  with  metals 
because  of  abuse  of  the  privilege  by 
a  few  businesses.  Ms.  Miller  offered 
her  services  to  help  audit  business 
recycling. 

Berkshire  School  uses  the  Master 
Garbologist,  which  takes  recyclables 
to  MRIF  (another  location)  and 
requested  an  abatement  of  their  fees 
because  they  don't  use  the  Transfer 
Station.    One  Selectman  voted  to 
approve,  one  voted  against  and  the 
third  abstained. 

1/6 — Assessor  Blackwell  was 
present  to  present  a  request  for  a 
waiver  of  the  Town's  right  of  first 
refusal  on  10  acres  of  land,  which  is 
part  of  the  Merryfield  Farm.    Four  of 
these  acres  are  forest  land  in  Chapter 
61.    The  Board  requested  the  selling 
price  of  the  land.    The  Board  has  120 
days  in  which  to  exercise  this  right. 

A  letter  describing  an  aggressive 
dog  complaint  was  read.    The  com- 
plainant said  he  was  walking  on 
Rannapo  Rd.  on  Jan.  5  when  the  dog 
left  its  invisible  fence  area  and 
rushed  toward  him  with  bared  teeth, 
growling  and  snapping.  He  said  that 
the  dog  owner  had  no  control  over 
the  animal.  The  Board  decided  to 
have  the  animal  control  officer, 
Martin  Clark,  investigate  the  incident. 

Berkshire  School's  solid  waste 
user  fee  abatement  request  was 
tabled  for  clarification. 

Sheryl  Lechner  mentioned  that 


Sheffield's  Highway  Department  was 
the  best  at  clearing  snow. 

1/13 — Town  Counsel  Sally  Bell 
has  drafted  an  amendment  to  the 
contract  between  Roger  Trucking  and 
the  Town  for  disposal  of  solid  waste 
and  recyclables.    This  would  allow 
Roger  Trucking  to  use  the  Transfer 
Station  during  non-business  hours  to 
dispose  of  recycling  materials  from 
Sheffield  and  other  towns  for  a  six- 
month  trial  period.  The  company  will 
then  transport  the  recyclables  to  the 
Springfield  MRF  and  metal  to  a 
licensed  facility  and  be  responsible 
for  any  charges  by  the  MRF  as  well 
as  fines  imposed  by  state  and  federal 
agencies  for  delivering  contaminated 
recyclables.  After  discussion,  the 
Board  approved  the  amendment. 

Town  Administrator  Weitz  has 
been  in  contact  with  Virtual  Town 
Hall  LLC,  a  company  that  develops 
and  maintains  websites  for  towns. 
The  website  would  cover  all  Town 
departments.  Fees  would  be  $500  for 
site  development  and  $1,200  per 
annum  for  updating.  The  Board 
decided  to  consider  the  matter. 

The  dog  incident  complaint 
discussed  at  the  Jan.  6  meeting  was 
updated.    Animal  control  officer 


Clark  reported  that  the  dog  owner 
said  that  the  complainant  had  waved 
his  hands  and  yelled  at  the  dog  but 
when  she  called  the  dog  it  came  right 
back.  The  owner  stated  that  the 
complainant  had  told  her  that  the 
dog  would  be  killed  should  it  leave 
the  property  again.  The  owner  also 
said  that  neighboring  dogs  were 
constantly  barking.  The  Board 
decided  to  wait  for  further  action  on 
the  second  dog  complaint. 

1/27 — In  various  business,  the 
Board  approved  the  Town's  contin- 
ued participation  in  the  Household 
Hazardous  Waste  Collection  Program. 
A  street  curb  cut  permit  for  a  prop- 
erty on  Silver  St.  was  approved 
subject  to  Chief  McGarry's  approval. 
A  partial  abatement  of  the  Berkshire 
School  solid  waste  user  fee  was 
approved.  The  Board  approved  the 
waiver  of  the  Town's  right  of  first 
refusal  on  the  Merryfield  Farm 
property  and  another  waiver  of  this 
right  on  property  on  Ashley  Falls  Rd. 

MIIA  (Massachusetts  Interlocal 
Insurance  Association)  is  implement- 
ing a  loss  control  credit  program  that 
will  enable  towns  to  earn  credits 
towards  Fiscal  Year  2004  insurance 
premiums.  By  providing  for  controls, 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT  LOG 

-John  Ullrich,  Chief 
12/13  -  Chimney  Fire,  Alarm  Time 

6:10pm,  In  Service:  7:05pm 
12/26  -  Alarm  -  SBRSD,  Alarm  Time: 

5:40pm,  In  Service:  6:05pm 
12/30  -  Car  Fire,  Alarm  Time: 

11:35pm,  In  Service:  1:30pm 
01  /01  -  C02  Alarm,  Alarm  Time: 

9:20pm,  In  Service:  10:10pm 
01/04  -  Chimney  Fire,  Alarm  Time:. 

4:43pm,   n  Service:  5:36pm 
01  /05  -  Alarm-  Sheffield  Plastics, 

Alarm  Time:  5:25am,  In 

Service:  5:46am 
01/19  -  Smoke  in  the  Building, 

Alarm  Time:  3:30pm,  In 

Service:  4:08pm 
01  /24  -  Alarm  -  SBRSD,  Alarm  Time: 

1:32pm,  In  Service:  1:54pm 
01  /27  -  Smoke  in  the  Building, 

Alarm  Time:  8:10pm,  In 

Service:  8:45pm 
02/06  -  Fire  Alarm  -  Silver  Street, 

Alarm  Time:  9:40am,  In 

Service:  9:52am 
02/10  -  Truck  Fire,  Alarm  Time:  5:05 

am,  In  Service:  6:34pm 


the  Town  could  save  as  much  as  8 
percent  of  the  current  premium.  The 
Board  approved  the  Town's  partici- 
pation in  this  program. 


From  March  1st  -  24th, 

area  music  lovers 
will  just  have  to  suffer. 

While  Berkshire  School 

is  on  spring  break, 

our  news-free,  advertising  81 

fundraising-free  WBSL  91.7  FM 

will  be  off  the  air. 

But  come  back  to  us  when  the  kids  do! 

WBSL  91.7  FM 

The  voice  of  Berkshire  School 

6:45  -  8  weekdays  mornings 

7-11  Sunday  81  weekday  evenings. 

Live  on  the  web:  www,  berkshireschool.  org. 


SUBARU 

SPECIALISTS 


Since  1970  Servicing  Imported  Automobiles 


•Sales  -Service  -Rentals 


JIM'S 


Fullservice 
repair  facility! 


35  Railroad  Street,  Canaan,  CT 
860-824-7009 
800-229-8473 
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NEW  LIFE  FOR  SHEFFIELD  MARKET 

The  "open"  sign  on  the  Sheffield  Market  once  again 
glows  a  friendly  welcome  from  early  morning  to  late  in 
the  evening,  beckoning  passers-by  to  stop  in,  grab  a 
sandwich  or  pick  up  needed  groceries  and  visit  with  new 
owners  Tammy  and  Bill  Dennis.  They  stayed  open  all  the 
way  to  closing  at  9pm  the  night  of  the  President's  Week- 
end snowstorm,  welcoming  several  grateful  customers 
that  evening.  Tammy  grew  up  in  Buffalo  so,  she  says,  a 
little  snow  doesn't  scare  her. 

Under  the  Dennis's  management,  the  new  hours  are 
6am-9pm  Monday  through  Saturday  and  7am-3pm 
Sundays.  Sunday  hours  will  be  extended  in  the  summer. 
Longer  hours  and  a  slight  name  change — it's  now  the 
Sheffield  Marketplace — are  not  the  only  changes  visitors 
will  see. 

Tammy  and  Bill  have  completely  overhauled  the 
store,  installing  new  shelving,  adding  new  coolers  along 
the  back  wall  (the  old  cooler  is  for  sale),  and  installing  a 
six-chair  eating  counter,  much  of  which  Bill  is  building 
himself.  When  the  weather  warms  up,  the  Dennises  plan 
to  have  picnic  tables  outside. 

The  Sheffield  Marketplace  now  carries  a  full  line  of 
groceries  and  fresh  produce,  which  will  be  purchased 
from  local  growers  in  season.  The  deli  section,  now 
located  at  the  front  of  the  store,  has  a  full  line  of  Boar's 


*$m  pi  i ii 


v*&i> 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Our  office  on  Route  7,  in  the  part  of  Sheffield  known 
as  "The  Plain,"  is  a  lovely  two-and-a-half-story  Early 
Greek  Revival  with  five  bay  front  and  eyebrow  win- 
dows set  into  a  deep  cornice  under  a  hip  roof.  Heavy 
corner  pilasters  and  a  south  funeral  door  are  distinct 
features  of  this  building  which  was  built  as  a  residence 
in  ca.  1825  by  Return  E.Jones. 


P.O.  Box  688,  Rte.  7,  Sheffield,  Ma.  01257 

(413)-229-2077  Fax  (413)~229~3100 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


Head  meats  and  cheeses.  The  Dennises  are  stocking  fresh 
bread  and  other  baked  goods  and  making  all  salads  on 
the  premises  and  as  soon  as  the  wiring  is  finished,  they'll 
sell  hot  rotisserie  chicken.    An  ice  cream  parlor  has  a 
sundae  bar  with  soft-serve  ice  creams  and  Tammy  and 
Bill  will  take  orders  for  special  sandwiches,  party  platters 


New  owners  Bill  and  Tammy  Dennis  with  their  children,  Kaitlin,Kareena 
and  Jaecob  under  the  awning  outside  the  Sheffield  Marketplace . 


Click  here 
www.berkshirebank.com 

for 

Internet  Banking  •  Online  Bill  Payment 
Insurance  Quotes  •  Online  Investing 


103  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 
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and  subs,  and  birthday  cakes. 

Green  Mountain  coffee  is  still  a  morning  mainstay, 
along  with  cappuccino  and  Tammy's  homemade  cook- 
ies— she  is  an  avid  baker.  New  hot  breakfast  sandwiches 
have  been  flying  off  the  shelves,  and  there  are  sandwich 
and  hot  lunch  specials  daily.  As  always,  you  can  reserve 
a  copy  of  a  Sunday  paper  such  as  the  New  York  Times 
or  Boston  Globe  by  putting  your  name  on  the  list. 

"We  want  to  take  it  back  to  what  it  used  to  be,"  says 
Tammy.  "To  make  it  a  real  country  store,  a  place  that 
people  can  count  on.  If  you  don't  see  what  you  are 
looking  for,  just  ask,  it  may  be  in  the  back."  And  if  they 
don't  have  it,  Tammy  and  Bill  will  get  it  for  you.    So  far 
they  have  had  everything  customers  have  requested, 
from  bananas  to  birdseed,  except  maraschino  cherries — 
and  now  they  stock  those  as  well. 

Supporting  the  community  and  buying  local  is 
important  to  the  Dennises,  who  have  created  a  bulletin 
board  above  the  counter  for  people  to  post  notices  and 
events.  They've  used  local  contractors  to  make  the 
renovations  and  have  started  a  new  program  of  deliver- 
ing groceries  to  local  senior  citizens.  Soon,  customers 
will  be  able  to  make  utility  payments  at  the  store.    They 
aim  to  keep  prices  affordable. 

"We  want  to  know  each  [regular]  customer  by  name," 
Tammy  says,  "and  help  make  the  center  of  town  come  to 
life."  So  far,  community  response  has  been  great,  she 
says.  She  often  hears  comments  like    "I'm  so  glad  you're 
here,  I  just  hate  having  to  run  into  Great  Barrington  for  a 
gallon  of  milk"  or  compliments  on  how  neat,  clean  or 
big  the  store  looks. 

Tammy,  a  nurse  by  training,  now  runs  the  store 
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PRECISION 
AUTOGRAFT  mc 

www.precision-auto.com 

Collision  Damage  Specialists 

Quality  Auto  Repair  Since  1978 

Services  Include: 

°  Lifetime  Collision  Repair  &  PPG 
Paint  Guarantees 

o  All  Makes  &  Models  Including  BMW, 
Mercedes-Benz,  Acura,  Nissan  etc. 

0  Computerized  Laser  Frame  and 
Unibody  Measuring  Systems 

o  Member  Better  Business  Bureau     Av 
o  Free  Pickup  and  Delivery  BBB 


413-528-1457  •    1-800-734-1457 


@£  MASS.  LICENSED  REPAIR  SHOP  #RS1006  •  BONDED  IN  MASS. 

SS.  of  Gt.  Barrington  On  Rt  7  - 1939  No.  Main  St.  Sheffield 
FAX  413-528-0186 


FOOD  PROGRAM 

Every  Monday  morning  volunteers  from  our 
community  gather  at  Old  Parish  Church  to  distribute 
food  to  individuals  and  families  who,  for  a  variety  of 
reasons,  just  can't  "do  it  all."  Food  is  donated  from 
area  churches  and  businesses  (Big  Y,  Price  Chopper, 
etc.)  and  bought  from  donated  funds. 

If  you,  or  someone  you  know,  is  in  need  of  food 
assistance,  call  the  church  office  (229-8173)  or  stop 
in  on  Mondays  from  9:30-10:30. 


during  the  day,  with  the  help  of  Oksana  Chernysh.  Bill, 
who  works  at  Custom  Extrusion,  joins  her  on  Sundays 
and  whenever  he  isn't  working  the  swing  shift.  In  the 
evenings  Bill  and  Tammy  often  have  extra  help  from  their 
nieces.    The  Dennises  have  been  married  for  12  years 
and  have  three  children,  Kaitlin,  10,  Kareena,  9,  and 
Jaecob,  6,  who  can  often  be  found  helping  out  behind 
the  counter  or  playing  nearby.  They  commute    from  their 
home  in  Craryville,  NY,  but,  according  to  Tammy,  hope 
to  relocate  to  Sheffield  if  the  Marketplace  takes  off. 

Tammy  started  working  at  the  Market  a  year  ago,  and 
when  the  previous  owners  put  it  up  for  sale,  she  knew  it 
was  meant  to  be.  Bill,  who  grew  up  in  the  area,  is 
actually  related  to  Gloria  and  Roland  Mintz,  who  ran  the 
Market  from  the  early  '70s  to  the  mid  '90s. 

"We  are  looking  forward  to  25  years,  like  Gloria  and 
Roland,"  says  Tammy.  "With  good  community  support, 
we  can  do  it." 

— Kathy  Orlando 


Master  License 
#A9383 


Fully  Insured 
30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 

'New  Construction 

"Landscape  Lighting  'Renovations 

'Modular  Homes 

(413)  229-2561 
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SCOUT  NEWS 

Cub  Scout  Pack  28 

In  December,  the  pack  entertained  residents  of  the  Great 
Barrington  Nursing  Home  with  Christmas  carols.  In 
January,  the  pack  headed  to  Boston,  where  45  Cub 
Scouts  and  parents  stayed  overnight  at  the  Boston 
Museum  of  Science.  The  museum  closed  to  the  public  on 
that  Sunday  evening  so  500  scouts  from  western  Massa- 
chusetts could  have  the  place  to  themselves.  Our  Scouts 
explored,  enjoyed  a  lighting  show  and  ate  ice  cream 
sundaes  before  camping  overnight  in  the  bird  section  of 
the  museum.  Morning  brought  a  visit  to  the  planetarium 
and  an  Omni  theatre  presentation  of  Lewis  and  Clark's 
expedition. 

In  February,  the  Blue  and  Gold  Dinner  celebrated  the 
anniversary  of  scouting  and  the  ceremonial  crossing  over 
of  the  Webelos  Scouts  to  Boy  Scouts,  and  recognized 
many  scouts'  achievements. 

The  annual  Pinewood  Derby  will  be  held  in  March, 
with  kids  and  adults  creating  and  racing  their  mini 
wooden  cars. 

And  mark  your  calendars  for  the  annual  pancake 
breakfast  on  Sunday,  March  16,  from  7  to  11am  at  the 
American  Legion  Post  on  Route  7.  Come  and  enjoy 
delicious  pancakes  and  sausage.  Tickets  are  $5  for  adults 


yamaracK^aj-jo^ 


Fine  Rustic  Furniture  & 
Architectural  Details 


Tables,  Chairs,  Beds,  Railings, 

Vine  and  Twig  Applique,  Fences, 

Tree  Houses,  Gates,  Arbors, 

Decks,  Trellises. 

Call  for  Free  Consultation 

(413)  229-3263 

Ashley  Falls,  MA 

Everything  Created  with  superb  Craftsmanship, 
Grace  and  Good  Humor 


Scouts  Mike  Capasse,  Zach  Neville,  Charles  Ormsbee,  Chance  Ruger, 
Josh  Sullivan  and  Matt  Wright  make  a  human  windbreak  in  order  to 
make  a  fire  during  this  February's  Winter  Camporee  —  better  known  as 
the  Klondike  Derby.  Fire-starting  was  one  of  the  winter  camping  and 
survival  skills  the  boys  were  there  to  learn.  The  Scouts  were 
accompanied  by  Leaders  Liz  Hobby,  George  Oleen  and  Paula  Ormsbee, 
as  well  as  parents  Owen  Wright  and  Bill  Capasse . 

and  $3  for  children  4-12  and  may  be  purchased  from  any 
Pack  28  Cub  Scout  or  at  the  door.  For  more  information, 
call  Liz  Hobby  at  229-2909  or  George  Oleen  at  229-6670. 

Boy  Scout  Troop  28 

On  Feb.  7  and  8,  Troup  28  Scouts  participated  in  the 
Appalachian  Trail  District's  (Berkshire  County)  Winter 
Camporee,  better  known  as  the  Klondike  Derby.  With 
the  proper  equipment  for  winter  camping  and  no  biting 
insects,  everyone  had  a  good  time.  Competitive  events 
on  Saturday  included  survival  skills  and  ice  rescue,  fire 
building,  shelter  making  and  snowshoeing.     Scouts  also 
enjoyed  ice  fishing. 

In  March,  the  troop  sponsors  the  annual  rabies  clinic 
held  at  town  hall  (see  Town  Clerk's  item  on  page  12.) 

The  following  month,  Troop  28  will  be  holding  its 
annual  spaghetti  dinner,  April  26th  from  5-7pm  at  the 
American  Legion  Hall  on  Route  7.  Tickets  are  $7  for 
adults  and  $3  for  children  4-12  and  may  be  purchased 
from  any  Troop  28  member.  For  more  information,  call 
George  Oleen  at  229-6670,  Owen  Wright  at  229-7728  or 
William  Capasse  at  229-3304. 

—Liz  Hobby,  Cub  master 
--George  Oleen,  Scoutmaster 


PJ'S  COUNTRY 
CONVENIENCE  STORE 

139  SOUTH  MAIN  STREET 
SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

(413)  229-6610 

DELI,  LOTTERY,  GROCERIES 
BEER,  WINE,  CATERING 
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BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  SPRING  PROGRAMS 


All  programs  meet  at  the  Cobble  on  Weato$ue  Rd.  in 
Ashley  Falls  utness  otherwise  specified.  Unless 
otherwise  noted,  fees  for  programs  are:  Members: 
adult  $3,  child  (6-16)  free.  Non-members:  adult  $6, 
child  $2.  Call  229-8600  for  details. 

Volunteer  work  days.  Thursdays,  9am-12pm; 
Saturday,  April  12,  9am-1 2:30pm.  Learn  to  identify  fit 
con-serve  native  species  white  helping  weed  the 
Cobble  of  exotic  invasive  species.  On  Volunteer 
Saturday,  help  mend  trails  and  build  fences  as  well. 
Everyone  welcome.  Call  so  we  can  plan.  FREE. 

Photo  Journey  Through  Alaska.  Saturday,  April  5, 
7-8:30pm.  Local  wildlife  photographer  Scott  Robinson 
chronicles  his  recent  trip  with  a  slide  show  featuring 
Alaskan  brown  bears.  Pre-registration  required. 
Proceeds  benefit  the  Cobble, 

Garlic  mustard  pulL  Saturday,  April  19,  9am  to 
12pm.  Garlic  mustard  is  an  aggressive  non-native 


species  that  is  rapidly  displacing  native  plants  across 
our  region.  Help  make  the  Cobble  safe  for  native 
species.  Swap  favorite  recipes  for  Garlic  Mustard 
Bisque!  Everyone  welcome.  FREE, 

Spring  wildflower  walks.  Sundays,  April  20-May 
26,  10am- 12pm;  guest  naturalist  Arieh  Tat,  May  4.  The 
Cobble  is  famous  for  its  woodland  wildflowers  -  a 
living  field  guide  to  most  spring  ephemerals  of  the 
region.  Bring  a  camera,  field  guide,  and  hand  tens,  if 
you  have  them.  Pre-registration  required. 

Vernal  pool  life.  Saturdays,  April  26-May  31, 
10:30am-  12pm.  Find  frogs,  salamanders  and  other 
fascinating  critters  in  our  spring  ponds.  Great  fun  for 
kids!  Pre-registration  required. 

Birding  the  Cobble,  Sundays,  April  27-May 25, 
7am.  Bird  walks  with  Western  Regional  geologist  Jose 
Garcia  or  local  boy  wonder  of  birding  Kai  Reed,  Birders 
of  all  levels  are  welcome. 


MILL  POND  ASSOCIATION  FORMED  TO  COMBAT  INVASIVE  WEEDS 


Like  many  New  England  ponds,  Sheffield's  Mill  Pond 
has  become  infested  with  invasive  aquatic  weeds. 
Concerned  about  its  future  health  and  beauty,  Pond 
residents  have  formed  an  association  to  consider  ways 
to  restore  it  to  its  original  health  and  beauty. 

The  threat  to  Mill  Pond  is  not  unique.    Many  western 
Massachusetts  lakes  and  ponds  face  similar  problems  — 
Three  Mile  Pond  in  Sheffield  and  Lake  Mansfield  in 
Great  Barrington,  for  example.    But  the  threat  to  Mill 
Pond  is  even  worse.     It  is  a  very  shallow  body  of  water 
and  three  invasive  weeds  of  the  worst  sort.  Eurasian 
milfoil,  water  chestnut  and  phragmites  have  taken  root 
and  are  spreading  rapidly,  choking  out  native  plants  and 
wildlife.     In  some  parts  of  the  pond,  they  already  cover 
80  percent  of  the  water's  surface.    Naturalists  have 
indicated  that  if  left  untreated,  Mill  Pond  will  die, 
through  the  process  know  as  eutrophication. 

The  Association  had  its  first  official  meeting  in 
December  2002  and  voted  to  employ  an  aquatic  man- 
agement company  to  help  address  the  weed  problem. 
They  also  selected  a  steering  committee  of  William 
Schnurr,  John  Stookey,  Loet  Velmans,  Sidney  Weinstein 
and  John  Wightman. 

CAT  PARROT  GOAT  KOI  HORSE  DOG  SHEEP  COW  PIG  CHICKEN  RABBIT TJ 


The  Association  is  in  the  process  of  applying  to  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental  Protection 
and  the  Sheffield  Conservation  Commission  for  permis- 
sion to  treat  the  pond  and  hopes  to  begin  remediation 
efforts  this  spring. 

—John  Wightman 
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PURINA  FEEDS  HOME  DELIVERED 

ANIMAL  RELATED  SERVICES 

CUSTOM  TRACTOR  WORK 


Ed  Hotaling 

(4  I  3)  229-2245 

J-iaaVd  N3MOIHO  Old  MOD  d33HS  OOQ  BSdOH  IOM  1VOO  XOddVd  1VD 


Webster 
j  Ingersoll 


Fine  Gardens  •  Stonework  •  Tree  Care 


time  to  prune! 


1719  NORTH  MAIN  STREET,  SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

PHONE  41 3-229-81 24    FAX  41 3-229-81 23 

www.websteringersoll.com 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  PROGRAMS 

FDR's  Ideas  and  Rockwell's  Images.  Stuart  Murray  will 
present  the  story  of  the  development  of  Rockwell's 
paintings  of  the  Four  Freedoms,  in  the  Rockwell  Museum 
in  Stockbridge,  and  the  U.S.  government's  response  to  the 
paintings — from  initial  disdain  to  incorporation  into  the 
war  effort.  Friday,  March  14  at  7:30pm,  in  the  Community 
Rooms  of  Old  Parish  Church,  on  the  green  in  the  center 
of  Sheffield.  Free. 

Celebrate  Woman's  History  Month.  The  exhibition 
"Images  From  the  Eye  of  the  Needle  and  the  Tip  of  the 
Hook,"  an  exhibition  of  the  handiwork  of  local  artists, 
encompasses  three  forms  of  textile  art:  hooked  rugs, 
samplers,  and  needlepoint.    The  hooked  rugs  of  Dorothy 
Marosy  have  been  pictured  in  both  books  and  magazines. 

Samplers  from  the  private  collection  of  Muriel  Rokos, 
many  dating  from  the  1920s,  will  be  displayed  alongside 
samplers  that  this  expert  quilter  has  herself  created  over 
the  years.     Susan  Young's  needlepoint  has  received 
awards  on  the  international  level.  At  the  Sheffield  Histori- 
cal Society's  Old  Stone  Store  on  Main  St.  in  Sheffield, 
March  15  to  April  26.  The  public  is  invited  to  the  opening 
reception  on  Saturday,  March  15,  from  2  to  4pm.    The 
Old  Stone  Store  is  open  Saturday  10am-2pm  and  Sunday 
1  lam-3pm. 

The  Civil  War  in  the  East.  Twiggs  Myers  takes  partici- 
pants through  major  campaigns  and  battlefields  of  the 
Confederate  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  the  Union 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  on  Friday,  April  11,  at  7:30pm. 
Myers  taught  for  over  40  years  in  the  History  Department 
at  Berkshire  School.  In  the  Community  Rooms  of  Old 
Parish  Church.  Free. 

Tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House  are  available  by 
appointment  year-round.   The  Mark  Dewey  Research 
Center  is  open  Monday  and  Friday  from  1:30  to  4  p.m. 
and  by  appointment.  For  further  information  on  Society 
programs,  contact  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161 
Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  (413) 
229-2694  or  email  shs@sheffieldhistory.org. 


Beer/Wine/Spirits 
and  much  more!! 


107  *)H*u*t  S7 
413  .229  .X702 


Local  wildlife  enthusiasts  braved  the  cold  and  snow  to  learn  about  animal 
behavior  and  tracking  as  part  of  a  Sheffield  Land  Trust-sponsored  field 
workshop.  Here  leader  Susan  Morse  poinded  out  the  habitat  value  of  this 
downed  tree  which  had  bobcat  tracks  and  spray  around  it. 


TREE  PROJECT  PLANS  PLANTINGS 

While  traveling  the  beautiful  byways  of  Sheffield  the  next 
few  weeks,  you  may  notice  signs  reading  "This  site  is 
expecting..."      Expecting  what,  you  may  ask?    Trees! 

The  Sheffield  Tree  Project,  whose  mission  is  "to  plan, 
plant  and  care  for  a  beautiful  and  diverse  population  of 
trees  along  the  public  roads  of  Sheffield,"  will  be  planting 
trees  April  25  and  26  in  honor  of  Arbor  Day  on  April  25. 
Volunteers  are  welcome.  Information  on  planting  sites 
and  meeting  places  will  be  announced  closer  to  the  date. 

These  plantings  follow-up  last  November's  planting  of 
an  arcade-to-be  of  tree  on  Root  Ln.  Thanks  again  to  all 
who  helped,  including  Officer  Gary  Mitchell,  the  Scouts 
and  their  leader  Paula  Ormsbee,  green-industry  profes- 
sionals, and  all  the  enthusiastic  citizens  that  participated. 

March  8  will  be  the  last  day  to  see  the  Sheffield  Tree 
Project's  exhibit  at  the  Old  Stone  Store,  part  of  a  collabo- 
rative presentation  with  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  Elm 
Watch,  and  the  Sheffield  Historical  Society. 

Keep  informed  of  Sheffield  Tree  Project  happenings  at 
www.sheffieldtreeproject.org.  Send  comments  or  ques- 
tions to  info@sheffieldtreeproject.org.  And  watch  for 


th 


ose  signs! 


Barb's  Baked  Goods 

Breads  •  Ridge  •  Jams 


UB  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

418-289-8091 
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NEW  ACTIVITIES  FOR  DEWEY  HALL 


Dewey  Hall,  the  historic  wood  and 
stone  building  on  the  south  end  of 
the  Sheffield  Green,  has  long  been  a 
favorite  site  for  public  events.  Now 
the  Sheffield  Friendly  Union  is 
planning  additional  activities  that  will 
make  the  hall  even  more  of  a  com- 
munity resource. 

In  preparation,  the  Friendly  Union 
has  renovated  the  interior,  upgrading 
the  heating  system  and  lights,  re- 
painting the  walls,  refinishing  the 
floors  and  restoring  the  artwork. 
Dewey  Hall  boasts  a  lighted  stage 
and  unique  architectural  features.  It 
holds  135  people. 

A  community  planning  meeting, 
held  on  February  21,  highlighted 
several  ideas  for  using  the  space 
more  fully.  The  group  decided  to 
build  on  the  success  of  the  Sheffield 
Farmers'  Market  by  launching  a 
weekly  off-season  "Saturday  Market". 
They  plan  to  run  the  Saturday  Market 
so  long  as  there  is  interest  from 
vendors  and  the  community,  until 
the  Farmers'  Market  opens  on  May  9. 
The  Saturday  Market  will  feature 
food  stuffs,  from  commercial  vendors 
to  church  bake  sales,  along  with 
other  goods,  and  will  offer  people  a 
chance  to  enjoy  a  sociable  cup  of  tea 
or  coffee  in  a  seating  area,  or  to 
enjoy  the  morning  paper. 

The  first  Saturday  Market  is 
planned  for  March  22,  9am  to  1pm. 
Local  vendors,  Farmers  Market 
participants  and  non-profit  organiza- 
tions are  invited  to  participate  for  a 
nominal  fee.  The  Friendly  Union  will 
operate  a  coffee  and  tea  stand.  Those 
interested  in  participating  or  volun- 
teering should  call  Marcia  Friedman 


(229-3452)  or  Sharon  Gregory  (229- 
2717)  for  more  details. 

Other  new  activities  for  Dewey 
Hall  will  include  regular  weekend 
movies  for  youngsters  and  adults, 
and  classes  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Taconic  Learning  Center  in  the  fall. 
An  open  house  for  the  public  to  view 
the  Hall  is  also  planned. 

The  movies  will  begin  mid  March. 
Please  call  Peter  Blanck  (229-8951)  if 
you  have  suggestions  or  are  inter- 
ested in  assisting. 

Most  people  know  Dewey  Hall  as 
the  site  of  summer  art  shows  spon- 
sored by  the  Sheffield  Art  League  and 
lectures  put  on  by  the  Sheffield  Land 
Trust  and  other  organizations,  and  as 
the  Senior  Center.  The  Friendly 
Union  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
launch  other  activities,  including 
dances  for  various  age  groups;  pet 
shows,  and  educational  classes. 
Please  contact  Priscilla  Cote  (229- 
7907)  or  Marcia  Friedman  if  you  are 
interested. 

— Sharon   Gregory 


POLLAN  TO  SPEAK  ON  THE  POLITICS  OF  EATING 


ATTENTION 

SHEFFIELD  FARMERS' 

MARKET  VENDORS! 

March  1 5  is  the  deadline  for  last 
year's  vendors  to  apply  for 
space.  After  that,  says  market 
manager  June  Wolfe,  new 
vendors  will  be  considered. 
"We're  also  looking  for 
craftspeople  for  the  May  9  and 
August  8  crafts  fairs,"  she  adds. 
These  fairs  feature  work  by 
producers  of  locally  made  items. 
"Oh,  and  one  last  thing,"  says 
Wolfe,  "the  Sheffield  Farmers' 
Market  is  always  open  to 
musicians  and  performers  who 
want  to  appear  at  the  Market. 
For  free,  of  course."  Please  call 
June  Wolfe  at  413-229-2012  or 
email  at  junewolfe@yahoo.com. 

The  Farmers'  Market  opens 
Friday,  May  9  for  the  Mothers' 
Day  weekend.  It  is  located  in 
the  Old  Parish  Church  parking 
lot  on  the  north  end  of  the 
Green  from  4-7pm. 


Michael  Pollan,  science  journalist  and 
award-winning  author  of  the  New 
York  Times  best-seller  "The  Botany 
of  Desire:  A  Plant's-Eye  View  of  the 
World"  and  many  other  books,  will 
deliver  the  Great  Barrington  Land 
Conservancy's,  2003  spring  lecture, 
"Following  the  Food  Chain:  The 
Politics  and  Ecology  of  Eating." 
Pollan,  who  lives  in  Cornwall  Bridge, 
CT,  will  talk  about  his  lessons 
learned  following  a  steer,  an  organic 
TV  dinner,  and  a  genetically  modified 


potato  from  the  farm  to  the  con- 
sumer. He'll  share  his  experiences 
with  the  tension  between  the  laws  of 
ecology  and  economics,  his  insights 
into  saving  land  and  into  the  way  we 
eat,  and  alternatives  to  the  industrial 
food  chain. 

The  lecture  will  be  held  Sunday, 
March  16,  at  2pm  at  St.  James 
Church,  352  Main  Street,  Great 
Barrington.  Tickets  are  $10  at  the 
door. 


Casa  Mia  Studio 

Ashley  Falls 

Massachusetts  01222 

413/229-3355 
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Est.  1967  ;Tj  -«.— « 

VAN  DEUSEN  REALTY 

494  SHEFFIELD  PLAIN 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA.  01257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN  -  GRI  -  BROKER  RESIDENCE 

413-229-8861  413-229-2310 
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Real-estate  transfers 


"^ 


December  2002 

2  Norma  L.  Moulton  to  Duane  E.  Moulton,  Sr,  property  at 
Bears  Den  Rd 

12  William  W.  &  Virginia  S.  Markham  and  Zbingniew  F.  & 

Rose  L.  Glaszcz  to  Joseph  Glaszcz,  property  at  Home 
Rd,  Transfer. 

1 3  Estate  of  Jesse  T.  O'Hara  to  John  A.  James  &  Katherine 
G.  Ness,  property  at  250  East  Main  St,  $112,000. 

13  Marjorie  L.  Allan  to  Linda  A.  Wartella,  property  at  225 

East  Main  St,  Transfer. 
1 3  Anthony  L.  Percy  to  Deborah  &  Todd  Clay,  property  at 

23  Alder  Place,  $65,000. 
16  Jean  E.  Curtiss  to  Tev  Sumner  &  Carol  Robins,  property 

at  N  Undermountain  Rd,  $110,000. 
24  Cathi  Meyer  to  Carl  T.  Carlman,  property  at  1060 

Boardman  St,  $50,000. 
24  Cynthia  Meyer  &  Cart  T.  Carlman  to  Cynthia  Meyer  & 

Carl  T.  Carlman,  Transfer. 

January  2003 

6  Colleen  Barrett  to  Samual  C.  Barrett,  property  at  361 
Salisbury  Rd,  $10,000. 

7  Estate  of  Rosa  M.  Cavalier  to  Arlon  Mark  Mendel, 
property  at  Silver  St,  $89,000. 

9  Jean  M.  Farmer  to  Jean  M.  Farmer,  Trustee  of  The  Jean 
M.  Farmer  Living  Trust  Agreement,  property  at  Bunce 
Rd,  Transfer. 


10  Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction,  Robert  C.  Chapin 

with  Sheffield  Land  Trust,  property  at  Hewins  St, 

$835,000. 
10  Jonathan  Edward  Perham  to  Adam  Liebowitz  &  Alisa 

Sheinberg,  property  at  Rote  Hill  Rd,  $1. 
21  Stephen  C.  &  Margaret  A.  Nolan  to  Stephen  C.  Nolan, 

property  at  1162  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  $120,000. 

21  Michael  &  Lynne  Thompson  Shiels  to  Frederic  E. 
Steinberg,  property  at  54  Rannapo  Rd,  $786,000. 

22  Lisa  J.  &  Gregory  C.  Gomez  to  Lisa  J.  Gomez,  property 
at  1400  Home  Rd,  Transfer. 

23  Agricultural  Preservation  Restriction,  Bruce  M.  Howden 
with  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  property  at 
Rannapo  Rd,  $117,000. 

27  James  T.  &  Betty  M.  Collingwood  St,  to  Minnie  L. 
Markham,  property  at  Home  Rd,  $1 . 

27  Nancy  P.  Smith  to  The  Nature  Conservancy,  property  at 
S  Undermountain  Rd,  $100,000. 

28  John  P.  a  Ellen  H.  Valente  to  Jeffrey  Hellerback, 
property  at  238  Cooper  Hill  Rd,  $339,000. 

30  Margaret  F.  Beverly  to  Winthrop  F.  Barrett  &  Lloyd  H. 

Busch,  property  at  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  $65,000. 
30  Winthrop  F.  Barrett  a  Lloyd  H.  Busch  to  Lloyd  H.  &  Lisa 

S.  Busch,  property  at  Ashley  Falls  Rd,  Transfer. 
30  Matthew  J.  a  Garnella  Jean  Tomich  to  Mark  G.  a 

Christopher  J.  Tomich,  property  at  216  Bears  Den  Rd, 

$225,000. 
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DQ  is8(eif7}fG  fOOl 


'howrooms  for 


Supplies. 


Fun  to  Fumtioml 
Gift  Items  to  fit 
Any  Budget! 


-:■■■ ::  ■;■:•>■;; 


Handmade  Teapots  by  Chilmark  Pottery 


Rt7,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
www.5hefTieid-pottery.com 


Plenty  of  Free  Parking 
Call  or  Send  for  Free  Catalog 

Toll  Free  h888-SPl-CLAY 


22 


PE  VR1ES  gUlLPlNG  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD  •  SHEFFIELD  MA. 


•  Lumber 

•  Hardware 

•  Garden  Supplies 

•  Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry ' 

Paint  ■ 

Insulation  ■ 

FREE 
DELIVERY 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at 

(41 4)229-8777        (41 3)229-8820  FAX 


HARRY  E.  CONKLIN 


COUNSELOR  AT  LAW 


342  MAIN  STREET 

GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA  01230 


TEL.  (H)  413-229-3149 
(W)  413-528-2713 
FAX  413-528-9888 


calendar 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

(Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis 
are  noted  by  number  -  i.e.  "1st",  "3rd  "  indicates  meetings 


Page  number  given  after  an  event  if  it's  written  up  in  this 
issue.  CPAC  =  Consolati  Performing  Arts  Center  at  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  School. 
March 

14  FDR's  Ideas  &  Rockwell's  Images,  Old  Parish  Community 
Rooms,  7:30pm  (p20) 

15  Images  From  the  Eye  of  the  Needle  and  Tip  of  the  Hook 
exhibit  opens,  Old  Stone  Store,  2-4pm  (p20) 

16  Scouts  Pancake  Breakfast,  American  Legion,  7-llam  (pl8) 

17  ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY 

22     Garden  Symposium,  Library,  10am-4pm  (p9) 

22      Friends  of  Library  Potluck,  Library,  5:30  (p9) 

28     Appraisal  Fair,  Mt.  Everett  High  School  Cafeteria,  7-9pm  (p8) 

28     Sportsman's  Dinner  with  Charlie  Alsheimer,  Editor  of  Field 

&  Stream,  Sheffield  Chapel,  528-0233  (p6) 

Rabies  Clinic,  Town  Hall,  l-3pm  (pl2) 

"High  Dive"  (&  pre-show  dinner),  CPAC,  (p8) 

Last  day  for  dog  licenses  (p!2) 


29 
29 
31 
April 

1 
11 


APRIL  FOOLS  DAY 

The  Civil  War  in  the  East,  Old  Parish  Community  Rooms, 

7:30pm  (p20) 

11  "Nobody  Heard  Me  Cry",  CPAC,  7pm  (p8) 

12  Book  talk  and  signing,  Kathy  Harrison,  "Another  Place  at 
the  Table,"  Library,  2pm  (p8) 

12     "Nobody  Heard  Me  Cry",  CPAC,  7pm  (p8) 

14  PATRIOT'S  DAY 

15  LAST  DAY  TO  REGISTER  FOR  TOWN  MEETING  &  ELECTIONS  (pl2) 

16  PASSOVER  (begins  at  sundown) 

19  Book  talk  and  signing,  Simon  Winchester,  "Krakatoa," 
Library,  1pm  (p8) 

20  EASTER 
22      EARTH DAY 

25  ARBOR  DAY 

26  Scouts'  Spaghetti  Dinner,  American  Legion,  5-7pm  (pl8) 
30     Oil  paint  andwaste  oil  collection,  Gt.  Barrington  Recycling 

&  Transfer  Station,  4-7pm  (p.  13) 


the  first  and  third  times  that  day  occurs  in  the  month 
*  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 
Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-10: 30am  (p17) 
Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd,  4th 
Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Tuesdays: 

Kid's  Club,  Old  Parish  Church,  9am-12pm 

Council  on  Aging,  Dewey  Hall,  9am,  3rd 

Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/ Senior  Center,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  6pm  -  8:30pm 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm, 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview 

Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1st,  3rd 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Wednesdays: 

Bereavement  Group,  Old  Parish  Church,  1 0am-1 1  am 

Thursdays: 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  7am  -  1pm 

*Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm, 

2nd 

Physical  Fitness  Class,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am 

Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th 

Saturdays: 

Saturday  Market,  Dewey  Halt,  9am- 1pm  (p19) 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th  (p6) 


SENIOR  CENTER  CALENDAR 

„      .      See  also  regular  listings  above 

3  Foot  care  Clinic  9am 

13  Hearing  Clinic    9pm 

27  Pot  Luck  Lunch:  12  Noon  with  BobThomas, 

performer  (see  p3  for  details) 
April 

14  Patriot's  Day:  Center  Closed 

30  Volunteer  Appreciation  Lunch  with  Ann  &  Bob 
Shanks  (see  p3  for  details) 


[  SEE  ALSO:  Churches  &  Services,  p.  6  &  7»  Master  Plan  p. 11  ♦  S.  Berkshire  Family  Network,  p.9  ♦  Cobble,  p.21 


PLEASE  HELP  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 


I  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax  deductible  donation  of 


Name 


_j  made  payable  to  the 
Sheffield  Association  Fund 
P.O.  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 


(as  you  want  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address 


(where  you  want  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 


□  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous.        □  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times. 

□  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.   Everyone  who  makes  a  donation  will  receive  a  copy 

by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  &  we  won't  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  the  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


I 


TOWN  MEETING  is  Monday,  May  5,  2003,  7pm 
TOWN  ELECTIONS  are  Monday,  May  12,  2003,  9am-7pm 


How  to  Support  the  Shews u>  Times  -  Your  Community  Newsletter 

*sr   Submit  articles,  news  items,  photos  or  illustrations 

Spotted  any  interesting  wildlife?  Have  a  good  idea  for  a  story?  Taken  a  great  picture  of 
an  interesting  Sheffield  scene?  Let  us  know! 

Send  suggestions  and  submissions  to  the  P.O.  Box  or  e-mail  address  below.  News 
briefs  can  be  one  or  two  sentences,  short  articles  between  150  and  450  words.  Run 
suggestions  for  feature  stories  by  the  editors  first, 

«sr   Tell  us  about  your  events 

Calendar  items  should  be  directed  to  the  attention  of  the  Calendar  Editor  and  include 
a  contact  name  and  number  in  case  there  are  questions. 

w  Advertise  in  the  Sheffield  Times 

We  accept  ads  for  services  and  products  connected  with  Sheffield.  Eighth-pages  to 
half-pages  available,  more  details  on  page  2,  Contact  Rene  Wood  at  229-2875  or 
renecwood@aol.com  for  rates  or  more  information. 

*&   Support  our  advertisers 

Most  of  our  advertisers  are  local  businesses.  Tell  them  you  read  about  them  in  the 
Sheffield  Timesi 

■ar  Make  a  donation 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  at  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley 
Falls.  It's  only  partly  supported  by  advertising.  When  you  make  a  donation,  you  help 
make  future  issues  possible  and  you  get  Sheffield  Times  in  the  mail  See  the  form  on  the 
inside  back  cover. 

Sheffield  Times 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

E-mail:  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


May/June  ISSUE  DEADLINE: 
April  11,  2003 


Sheffield 


Community  Newsletter  for 

Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

P.O.  Box  1339, 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 


